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EXORDIUM. 


jpREE MASONRY, as a Science, ranks high in 
the eftimation of the world, and is an honor, that 
even Princes have condefcended to accept of. 

To reftrain the attempts of Imposition, and to 
guardvthe general rights of the Fraternity, is the ob- 
ject of the fubiequent flieets. 

The Grand Lodge of England was confti- 
tuted in 1717, and the unexampled fuccefs that has 
attended the regular Establishment, is only 
to he attributed to the excellency of the defign, the 
purity of its conduct, and the perfeverance of its ad- 
vocates. 

A ftru&ure, formed by concurrent hearts and 
hands, is proof againft the machinations of envy, and 
will ever be fuperior to the fpirit of innovation. 

To recapitulate fa&s that are in the memory of 
many, will be to them fuperfluous ; but, as this ad- 
drefs will mod probably be perufed by others, who 
are unacquainted with the circumftances, it is there- 
fore necefTary to fubjoin a brief narrative of what has 
occurred, and of thoi’e, whofe conduct is deferving 
reprehenfion. * 

- That Maionry, has by certain individuals of the 
fociety, been a iource of profit, is an advantage at- 
tendant, and in unifon with the grand purpofes of the 
Inftitution ; but, when steps are taken, and plans* 
adopted, fuch as are here delineated, to extract gold 
from the pocket of the uninformed, and to take in the 
unwary, it will furely not be deemed either ill-timed 
or arrogant , to deted the impoftors, to ftrip the m^fk 
from their foreheads, and to fhew them in their native 
colours. 
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Prior the descending to notice the unwarrantable 
practices in view, it will be effential to premife, that 
the Grand Lodge of England never did ac- 
knowledge any Mafonic Meeting, beyond their own 
Jurifdidtion, co have the leajl connexion with Free- 
mafonry except the Sublime Degree of Royal Arch 
^Masonry, a particular Chapter of which was noticed ► 

fo far as to announce the ufual times of it’s being-con- 
vened, to the Mafonic World in their Freemason’s 
Calendar, from 1777 to 1792, which was publirtied 
expresfly under the ian&ion of the Grand Lodge, 
ana which notice during the time it was continued, con- 
siderably promoted the fuccefs and increafe of Royal 
Arch Masonry ; and upon this confideration, that 
at the time of congregating the Lodges to form an 
HEAD, that not the leajl trace of the Mujhroom appel- 
lations were to be met with, heard of, or produced. 

Uncommon pains were taken then to obtain all 
kjnd of Mafonic information: Dr. Anderfon, in his 
iirft Edition of the Constitutions, publifhed in 
*723, ftates that it contains, “ the Hiftory, Laws, &c. 

“ of the Right Worfhipful Fraternity of Accepted 
“ Free-Mafons, colle&ed from their general Record s 
“ and their faithful Traditions of many ages. Tho 
u charges extracted from the Ancient Records of 
“ Lodges beyond fea, and of thofe in England, Scot- ~ 1 
“ land, and Ireland.” 

Dr. Defaguliers who was Deputy Grand Matter at 
the time, in the Dedication of this Book to the Duke 
of Montagu, adds, that it is “ a juft and exaft ac- 
“ count of Mafonry, from the beginning of the World 

to his Grace’s Mafterihip, ftill preferving all that 
“ was truly antient and authentic In the old ones.” . . 

To corroborate further the diligence ufed to obtain 
intelligence, and the precautions taken, to prevent 
impofitions, occafi ^ 1 the Grand Lodge to annex 
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their approbation of the whole, in the fubfequent lan- 
guage ; anclas this fragment of Mafonic information 
was only printed in the identical Edition of the Con- 
ftitutions, now under confideration the re-printing of 
it here, will, no doubt, be acceptable to every one, 
who is sincere in his endeavours to fupport that 
fower. from whence his own exiftence, as a Member,, 
is derived. 

APPROBATION. 

•• Whereas by the confulions occafioned in the 
Saxon, Danifh, and Norman wars, the Records of 
Mafons have been much vitiated ; the Free-Mafons 
of England twice thought itneceffary to correft their 
Conftitutions, Charges, and Regulations ; firft in the 
reign of King Athenian, the Saxon, and long after, in 
the reign of King Edward IV. the Norman : And 
whereas the old Conftitutions in England have been 
much interpolated, mangled, and miferably corrupted, 
not only with falfe fpelling, but even with many falfe 
fafts and grofs errors in Hiftory and Chronology, 
through length of time, and the ignorance of tran* 
fcribers, in the dark illiterate ages, before the revival 
of Geometry and ancient Architefture, to the great 
offence of all the learned and judicious Brethren, 
whereby alfo the ignorant have been deceived. 

And our late Wbrthy Grand Matter, his Grace the 
Duke of Montagu, having ordered the author to pe- 
rufe, correft, and digeft, into a new and better method r 
the Hiftory, Charges, and Regulations, of the ancient 
Fraternity ; He has accordingly, examined feveral 
Copies from Italy and Scotland, and fundry parts of 
England, and from thence, (tho* in many things er~ 
roneous) and from feveral bther ancient Records of 
a * Mafon^ 
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drawn forth the above-written new 
•fylafons, he has . ^ ^ Charges and General Regula- 
Confti tult ® n ^’ '^vithor having fubmitted the whole 
tions. Ana the . co rreftions of the late and prefent 
to the penild 3 - a £ erSt and Q f other learned Brethren* 
Deputy Grand- _,j a ^ C rs and Wardens of particular 
and alio of the ^ oar terly Communication: He did 

Lodges at their -^em to the late Grand Mailer him- 
regular'y oelive p e of Montagu, for his Examination, 
r e ff,the fa ld ^Approbation ; and his Grace, by the 
Corre&io n j. and ^ethren, ordered the fame to be 
advice of levejca f or the ufe of the Lodges, though 
handfotnely print ready for the prefs during his 

they ' vere not q 

Mafterlhip- ttl e prefent Grand-Mafter of the 

Therefore We, moll Ancient Fraternity of 

night Worlhipln - j a f 0 ns, the Deputy Grand-Mafter, 

Free and Accepter t he Matters and Wardens of 

the Grand-Warde »_ tb the con f ent of the B rel hren 

particular Lodges ( ^ oU t the Cities of London and 

and Fellows m anci a ]f 0 perufed this performance, 

Weftminfter,) havi predeceffors in our folemn ap- 
Do join our lauda ^ what we believe will fully 
probation thereof, r e & ; all the valuable things of 
anfwer the end prop reta ined, the errors in Hiftory 
the old Records el _£fed, the falfe faffs and the im* 
and Chronology co - a nd the whole digefted in a 
proper words omiite * ^ 

new and better roe*- tfiefe be received in every par- 
And we ordain tn r cognizance, as the only Con- 
ticular Lodge under ^ Accepted Mafons amongft us, 
ftitutions of Free „] t ing of ne w Brethren, or. when 
to be read at the to ‘ ; and which the new Bre- 

the Matter fhall lh r in *f 0 re they are made.” 
thren ihould perufe be PHILIP 
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PHILIP Duke of WHARTON, Grand- Majler. - - 
J. T. DESAGULIERS, L. L. D. and F. R. S. 

Deputy Grand-Majler. 

Joftiua Timfon, William Hawkins, Grand Wardens. 
And the Mafters and Wardens of particular Lodges, viz. 

I. Thomas Morris, fen .—Majler. 

John Bri flow — Abraham Abbot — Wardens • 

II. Richard Hail — Majler . 

Philip Wolverfton — John Doyer — Wardens . 

III. John Turner, — Majler . 

Anthony Sayer — Edward Cale — Wardens . 

IV. Mr. George Payne, — Majler . 

Stephen Hall, M.D.^— Francis Sorell, Efq. War dens* 
V* Mr. Mathew Birkhead, — Majler . 

Francis Baily — Nicholas Abraham — Wardens . 

VI. William Read, — Majler. 

John Glover — Robert Cordell — Wardens . 

VII. Henry Branton, — Majler. 

Henry Lug — John Townlhend — Wardens. 

VI IL Majler . 

Jonathan SifTon — John Shipton — Wardens. 

IX. George Owen, M. D. — Majler. 

Eman Bowen — John Heath — Wardens. 

X. ^ . Majler. 

John Lubton — Richard Smith — Wardens. 

XI. Francis Earl of Dalkeith — Majler . 

Capt. And. Robinfon — Col.Tho. Inwood — Wardens * 

XII. John Beal, M. D. and F. R. S. — Majler. 

Edw. Pawlet, Efq. — Charles More, Efq .—JVardens. 

XIII. Thomas Morris, jun. — Majler ., 

Jofeph Ridler — John Clark — Wardens. 

XIV. Thomas Robbe, Efq. — Majler. 

Thomas Grave — Bray Lane — Wardens. 

XV. Mr. John Shepherd— Majler. . 0 ; 

John Senex— John Bucltfr — Wardens . 
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XVI. John Georges, Efq — Mafler 

Robert Gray, Efq Charles (Jrvm ~ 

XVII. James Anderfon, A.M. — Wardens 

Gwinn Vaughan, Efq — Walter C' ’ 

Wardens. Greenwood, Efq. 

XVIIL Thomas H arbin — Mafier. 

William Attley — John Saxon-_l_E*^ 

XIX. Robert CapeJJ— hardens. ' 

Ifaac Mansfield William Blv rtr 

XX. John Gorman- — Mafler. * ** ar dens . 

Charles Garey — Edward Morphev 

y Wardens. 


From this document it is evident r, 
tious interpoleations in the fyftem oft *, ^ Jdrrtpti. 

complained of) are novel-, that they M ^onry, (now 
anfwer JiniJltr purpojds, and are Calcm te , a ^ r ' catc d to 
an eminence a FEW, at the Exp Ef . ate “ t0 place on 
Dr. Anderfon, in his fecond Edit’ CE °^ t l leR EST. 
ftitutions, publilhed in 1738, a f ter ° n of the Con- 
Deputations of Provincial Grand Xlaft nurnerat ing the 
fea, concludes his lift hy obfervinu- ,? ls ^ e nt beyond 
“ foreign Lodges are under the “n,, at ** All thefe 
“ Grand Mafler of England. Bur.k,^ of our 
“ York City, and the hedges Q f Sc oM a ° 1 Lod S e at 
** France, and Italy, affecting Indee> eyi ,j an ^> Ireland, 
" their own Grand Mailers, though' lu y ' are und er 
" fame Conftitutions, Charges, R e , *! e y have the 
“ fubftance, with their Brethren of r !° ns > &c. for 
“ equally zealous for ^ Augnfj. a n § and are 
“ Secrets of the antient and and the 

“ nity.” honorable Frater^ 

The direfl; inference from this Extra A • 
eighteen years experience, the dig n jg , ls > that with 
conjunaion with that ^gr e ^ t Author, i n 
ble in Mafonry, deduced this conclnfj 0 R£ $**ecta- 
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That the Grand Lodge of England was in 
poffeffion of every authentic iota, relative to Free- 
Mafonry. 

This point being eftablifhed, the next enquiry will 
be into the line of conduS purfued by the old Lodge 
at York City ; upon examination, it will appear, that 
having declared for Independency, they have at- 
tempted superiority, by grafting on the good old 
{lock Jprigs of folly -and faljkood : in other words, their 
fuccelfors at leaft, pretend to the knowledge of feven 
degrees , and without the initiation of their difciples 
into th c high fl, they are confidered as aliens, and are 
not permitted to partake pf thp repalt prepared, only 
for the well-informed in the Sanctum Sanctorum. 

Not content with the boundary prefcribed by their 
predeceflors, they have a&ually granted Conftitutions 
as a Grand Lodge> and have at this time feveral 
Lodges in the Metropolis ; and as a further infult to 
the Grand Lodge of England, a Deputy Grand 
Lodge of York Mafons is held in London. 

The ultimate objeft of this inconjijlent undertaking 
is elucidated, by their regulations of regiltering their 
members ; and as the fallacious idea of fuperior know- 
ledge on the admiffion to what they term the higher 
degrees, may entice many who were initiated not pri- 
marily under their banner to come among them, it was 
refolved, “ That every perfon who was not previoufly 

regiftered in the books of their Grand Lodge; that 
“ he {hall pay feven {hillings and fixpence, as a fee 
44 at the time of his being propofed for the higher 
44 degrees,” this trap , to draw within their own cog- 
nizance thofe who may have been fo unfortunate as 
to have a wifh to profecute Mafonic ftudies ; has* 
operated effeftualJy with many; and the writer of this, 

would 
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uld have been in the precife fituation, had not the 
bought prefentcd itfelf, of demanding to what pur- 
t fe the money was to be applied — it was avowed, 
P° d t he inconfiftency was fo apparent , that the higher 
degrees were relinquilhed, and the attachment to the 
and Lodge di England remains fixed, firm, ; 

f n d unalterable. 

A Grand Lodge of another defcription, under the, 
appehation °f “Ancient Masons,” is likewife 
held in London : the origin of this affociation, is 
eafily accounted for: * n a H large communities, there 

' -jj a t times, difagreements in opinion arife, and thefe, 
in the prefent cafe, upon points not in themfelves 
35 terial , y et P°fittve are both fides of the queftion, 
^h^t neither will concede, and the confequence of fuch 
1 divifi on Separation', as the general principle 
a as not attended’ to, which is incultated from the nature 
of fociety, that for the welfare of the public, private 
?ntereft, or prejudice, rauft give way. 

At the commencement of this fraftion their numbers 
were inconfiderable, but by deviating from the ejla- 
blifhed cuftoms and^ej at the admiffions, they have 
become more numerous. To their credit, however, 
b e it recorded, that they have attempted no fub- 
terfug e to delude, no impofuion to entice, no preten- 
fion 10 fnperiority of information, and under the 
circumftances of the breach, it would rebound highly 
to the credit and abilities of thofe who are competent • 
to the talk, to effeS a reconciliation, and to render 
under one head, all that is honourable, praife-’ 
worthy, and refpeftable in Free-Masonry. 

Until this deferable event occurs, as the feceffion was 
from the Grand Lodge of England, it would not be 
confiftwt for any of its members to belong to the other, 

for 
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for this pra&ice as often as it has been 
ever met with the reward it merited. nd P eC °~ 

Having ftated thefe occurences that tin ie . a s to pet' 
liar circumftances have difcovered, it retf^ 1 * 1 a mong 


~ . v,. v-v^, ** — ^nV ai *c% ■ ' 

iue the enquiry into the impojitions , which 1113 up 10 
thofe who are generally con fidered and In 0 * 5, ^ ba v . c 
as the ftaunch friends of the eftablifhmentin *7 /y tYv ett 
contributed to fupport, by countenancing then* 
influence , and fanftioning them with their pr e J e 
. To comment on the degtees enumerated a ^ * 
in this pamphlet will be, at prefent unneceflat’Y* 
ther than to obferve,that the impiety of the 
cian is only to be equalled by the ftupidity d* 1 
in the compilation of the reft, and it will tiojp 
fore be any longer a matter of furprize, that Maf°-^1 
foreign countries is difcountenanced by the 
powers ; while it is conduced on the plan before d s ^ 

political point of view, it is certainly the duty of ^ 
ordered government to reprefs vice and 
and to the credit of the Grand Lodge of Eng* ^ 
permits no mummery to be practiced in any 0 
Lodges that derives their Conftitutions from it , ^3 

On th eperu/al of thefe fuperfluous degrees, the * ^ 

fition will be rnanife/l , and it will be only confon ^ 
llrift juft ice, to avoid in future, the company of , 

who make ufe of them ; to defcend to perfona* 
would not accord with the univerlal fyftem that ^ ^ 
fonry inculcates , and as thefe thoughts, to a 111 _ 
certainty, e^z// come tinder the obfervation of the 
ties concerned , it is to be wiftied, it is even expe 
that they will de/ifl from their pur/mts, and by a . 
jine of condufl in future, repair the errors they ^ 

committed. 



«\ 
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Mafons of acknowledged integrity, Ihould for 
a moment forget themfelves, or fet afide their cha- 
j^ aC teRS as Craftfmen, is to be lamented, that feme 
of this defcription ihould have become the dupes of 
men, who for years have made a trade of Mafonry, is 
a fafik, but . that the y 1110111(1 purchafe an ideal property 
in manufcripts at the deceale of one of the principal ( 
Impoftors is fcarcely to be credited, was not the cir- 
cufflftance known to many, and even avowed by the 
parties themfelves', that they have attempted to carry on 
the trade of impofuion under the covert of Mafonry, 
is to be regretted, but the day of ddufion, it is to be 
ijoped, is palfing away— never to return. 

, The iniquity of this payt of the bufinefs conjifts not 
merely in the introduction of candidates, but in con- 
tributing towards the exiflence of York Mafons, and in 
the courfe of time, this might produce an evil, that the 
> r <r/£ntnrifguided followers are not aware of: it cer- 
tainly therefore is the bounden duty of every well- 
K ^A CT i to the Grand Lodge ofENGLAND to exa- 
mine and to enquire into theft particulars before he 
embarks in his projects : and poor and contemptible 
mult be the fociety that refufes or withholds the in- 
tellig ence that every perfon, before he is initiated, has 
a right to demand. This doCtrine is in conformity 
to the cufeom of accepted Free-Masons as ori- 

f jinally found in manufcript records, and copied 
rom thence in the Constitutions of 1723, for in 
that it is exprefsly declared, “ that the Conftitutions 
*• are to be perufed by the new brethren before they 
«* are made.” 

A memorable initance of the integrity of thofe 
■worthy brethren who revived the General Affembly 
and the Quarterly. Communications ! 

The 


I 

■< 
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T'u . . . , ^ 11 ^ -« Returned \ 

x h e attention in the next place, (hould . » w « 

to the inftitution af KnightsTemplaR s » vV aC hed 

To Fvl m ™*™res (to ufe a military phraie) * int to \ 

K j Ce M . afonr Y> but Wlt h propriety r ^\. t that \ 

. . determined ; at prefent it will fuffice to afl e 9 Qf Jirr* 

It * S j a &^ arin g imfrojition , and the remarks t° . ^ 

declaration is refer ved, and will be met aC rcS- 
ei A* e a PP e hation of the order in the fubfequefl * P 
A few words will be fufficient concerning t* 1 pi'0~ 

B>ODI ^ s i the abilities of the Brother .who h a 
«ioted it, are univerfally acknowleged , and as th® 

oe confines his orations to fubJiantial^A^o^V?^^^^ 
fJf 0Ura g ement he has experienced, will be co&f* *** 
-Haro dim is an Hebrew word, the fignificatip - -y ^ 
the Englifh language is, Rulers or Provojls , and 
reference to the original text of the facred 
it appears in i Kings and 5th Chapter, that they 
appointed by. Solomon, to fuperintend the *JV & 
'Craftfmen. If the ajjumhtionoi the word at th**J ^ '* 

Js to be conlidered in the Jame fenfe> as in the ^ 

the King of Ifrael, this order will then come 




•the description of Imposition; but the under 
ing that the founder has difplaycd in his “ ^ J 

trations,” leaves fcarce room to doubt, but 
his prefent hur/uit is ftri£Uy confiftent with the 
fyftem of Kfafonry, and that his idea does not ^ ^ 

to a pre-eminence, further than he conceives his 
and manner of delivering information, to be 
in point of expreflion, and confequently that it is *• 
likely by the means adopted by him, to be ret ^ 
longer in • tlie memory . If at a future 
ihould infpire the thought among the Mem e 
?this Order, that their knowledge extends bey on 

jurifdiilion of the G rand Lodge o 




1 


,( ,) 

nd the -S\ibHine Degree of Royal Arch Ma- 
fonry, then they will be jujily conlidered as impoftors, 
an d as a & in £ derogatory to the privileges of Mafonry ; 
as fuch, in lieu °f being countenanced and prote&ed, they 
-vvili be dif egarded and disfranchifed. 

That Craft Mafonry is in an imperfect Jlate as to 
knowledge, is an axiom which every well- 
informed member of the Society muft accede to, 
from whence the vacuum is to be fupplied, remains to 
be afcertained, with precifion ; the Royal Arch, is 
named, and upon that account alone it Hath been pro- 
moted by the mod eminent, zealous, and diftinguiflied > 
characters in Craft Mafonry, who have held for 
many years the higheft offices in the Grand Lodge, in 
their individual capacity : and it hath been fan&ioned 
by the Grand Lodge of England in a general point of 
view by it’s recognition in their Annual Almanack, * 
and with fmgular propriety, as that, when conlidered 
a s an universal Lodge could not admit brethren as 
Jtoyal drch Mafons as a part thereof, by reafons of 
certain charatters being profcribed from the one degree 
tvhich are admiffible in the other. The protection that 
the one hath given to the other, arifes from the indi- 
ted and imperfect ftate in which the third degree 
concludes, as well as from the certain knowledge 
that the neceflary information to complete the Science 
|n all its parts, is to be attained by thofe who are qua- 
lified, and who merit admittance into the Royal 
T^rch, which is the cape-ftone of the edifice, and ha$ 
ever been confidered as a continuation and completion of 
Free-Masonry. 

Thefe fentiments concerning Mafons and Mafonry, 
are fubmitted with duerefpe6f, and will be concluded 
with an additional confideration, and that is — relative 

to 
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to the imprudent zeal of many well inclifl?. va rious 
whom the charms of novelty reduces l y pro- 
Lodges, without the means of fupporting lt r uC h 19 
priety ; their fituations in life ‘ not being * * r avoC* - 
warrant their frequent attendance, and t y e or efen c ^ 
tions being of that defcription, that ^ eS 

would tend more to the advantage of their 
connexions, if the time thus mifpent % was 1° rcfp cCr 
ployed in providing for their families at th® 1 . 

live homes. 6 ^ is 

Tliejuftice and the. necefhty of this remaf** t0 
apparent. The annual expence of belongiflgj 
Lodge is trivial , when put in competition Wt 1 u 

riually running after others^ and occafionally- 3 -r ^ 


nually running after others^ and occafionally- J ^ 

-them as Members ; if this producers an eyih ^ t 
the accumulation arift % when the invitations ^ 
pretended degrees are attended to, and added . n&Y * 
expenditure, exclufive.of an initiation and Regis ^ 4E^ 

JR?<? ; in. each an. Annual or Quart^R^ 

^crip tion is the confeqnence, .and a calahl al ^ ^ *» 
the amount will be, in this refpeft BEN triC 1 y' — 

it may lead to an enquiry, whether the. 
tained, is an equivalent to the fum that Aaj, an 
paid for it* . ■/' 

The comparifon will convince the saiiam * ^ 
many will he by this means cefcued from ^ 

c ni-hhtt*t.inr. as Welles, ' 



sition and the folly of Jiif porting* as weU;» 
a part in ^#sry l^Iaforiic hulinefs, but what .1 
*«jws^'by the ' 


grand lodge o* engl^- 


2^ 



ELECT OF NINE. 


Lodge reprefents the Cabinet of Solomon, 
A and is to be lighted by nine lights — two arm 
chairs are placed in theEaft: and as this Lodge is called 
the Council of Nine, it cannot be .held unlefs that 
dumber of brethren are prefent ; two kings are fup- 
pofed to be included, and are feated in the chairs ; a 
child of three or four years old is placed in the centre, 
aftd the other members of the Lodge furround the 

infant ; one of the royal perfonages has a dagger in 

his hand, and the other a fceptre; emblems of Mortality 
ar e displayed on the cloathing.and the words “Conquer 
or Die,” are conspicuous round the . room. 

The appellation^ by which the kings are diftin- 
uilhed, the one is Mott Wife, the other Mott Power- 
ful : the former addreffes the latter : 
i, j^oft Powerful, what is your motive in aflifting at our 
. prefent council ? 

ji. Moll Wife, I attend your deliberations, to de- 
mand juflice— a murder has been committed, and the 
injury is unredreffed, — punilhment mutt follow,— and 
vengeance will be fatisfied. 

W- Mott Powerful, you lhall be witnefs to the 
enquiry we inftitute in order to detefl the affaflin, 
and it will remain for you, being prefent, if we 
ar e fuccefsful, to determine the punilhment that 
awaits him. 

placing the fceptre on the head of one of the bre- 
thren, he proceeds : 

*• I appoint you, moll refpe&able brother. Intimate 

Secretary; you are to watch for the fafety of the Coun- 

ciU 
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J-d. Affure yourfelf of the qualifications o* 

bers prefent.” hc fign, 

He falutes the kings, and having taking 
token, and word from the reft, reports : 

That all prefent are faithful fubje&s.” n lij?^ t- 
W. My brethren whom the Creator has e ^ t k c 
cned, whom equity direfb and truth pronounce * fan c 

Council is refumed; Intimate Secretary ; the p at **e 

is excluded from us, and recolleft that under th*f t \yC 
1 ? e comprehend M,afons, who . are honored vn 
title of Matter E,le&. — Place a guard without th® . - 

and let the avenues be fearched, zxkd return q 1 * 1 
with your report. 

Mott Wife, all is covered; the guards 
the door of the palace, and our myfteries are 
from the penetration of the world. , 

The Matter ftrikes feven equal ftrokes and 
quick ones in faying N.N.M. which fignifies “ ^ 
geance.** £ 

M. IV. Brethren, you have witneffed the g r * 
experienced on a lamentable occafion, in vain I ^ 
dictated fteps to be taken as a prelude to a difeo ^ 

every one of us is interefted to revenge our 

my Royal Brother is come hither to demand it, ^ 
him, therefore, will I refer you; he will infpire 7 ^ 
with fentiments worthy of the caufe he underta- 
and you will now attend to his recital. 

After .a filence, the king draws his dagger, _ ^ 

pointing it towards the infant, addreffes the Lodg 
“ The pledge is before us which this great iflap. _ 

| left lis, this will foften and ftimulatc you to a vi _ 


ous 


c 4 


deed, if his memory is dear to you- 

I • i *1 1 * _ - - Vt.e nravPTS 


-the cir*‘ 


of this child, his tesrrs, and his prayers wiH me* ^ 
your compafIi©n he afks vengeance for the j* 5- 
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his parent, who was your companion and your 
friend, — unite therefore your efforts to difcover 
' the inhuman wretch, that he may meet with his re- 
ward. ’* The Lodge fay " N. N. M. . 

The Matter, in colle&ing the votes, is, interrupted 
by a noife at the door, and fays — 

Intimate brother, Who occafions this, and holv 
are my orders obeyed ?’* 

The Brother retires, and returns immediately to 

reports 

*• That the Council is betrayed.” 

'Th€ t Lodge unanimoufly repeat n N. N. MV’— 
X&e Matter adds : 

«« The fceptre is raifed, our indignation mutt yield 
to the neceflity of hearing the particulars of the re- 
port.— -Tell us, Intinlate Secretary, who has caufed tfiia 
interruption, and who has had the audacity to pene- " 
trptg, to the Augu & Council 

ji m I beheld, with furprize, that a Brother has 
cl^rJdeftinely entered the adjacent apartment ^ and I 
ai yj apprehenfive, that he has heard the fecrets of the 
Council. It with horror I relate, that he appears 
tcL E>e guilty °i murder, his hands and his fword are 
tinned blood, every particular tcftiftcs againft 

him, and unite to excite my fufpicion. 

' jyfc He fhall beiacrinced. t . 

The other king deliberates and fays, “ My Brother, ' 
ajtfend tQ yopr ufual wifdom, and be not too rath ; let 
the wretch be difarmed, bound ^nd introduced, and 
let bin* re P^Y t0 l ^ ie interrogations that fhall be put to 
him.~ 

* m ************ 

*, & 0 * * * m ***.*** m 
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Qzitra dejunt . 




OBSERVATION. . c o»*% , 

The remainder of this degree, likewise 
fions in the fecond and third klefts remain a ** - . j 
reafons that are commendable. The fraternity , 

conceive, that thofe who had the art to form * ^ 
garies , have interfperfed in different places \fucr* ^ e JV 

as it would be highly imprudenirtorr One, wh** * 

lous of adhering to the Obligations' he has ' 
into, to caufe any part thereof to appear* 
however, the -fign; the token, and the word * 
taining to it, are added for the information o* 
riousand the inqutfittve/ ~ 

The fign is made by him who demands, by — ^ 

his A ** -‘ : - u 11 J lUV.nor i 





is dagger with the right hand, and liking ^ 
ftrike in the front. ^ * 

- The anfwer to it is, to fhut the right hand. ^ 
■firft thus clofed, is raifed and turned quick on ^T 
-The token, for him who afks, is • deliver e 
party ere£iing his thumb, while his right hand i& ^ ^ 
and prefenting it to his companion; theaniwen^ t 
fecond perfon to feizc the thumb with an e> ^ 

kand - , r u* 1 -iVjT 

N, N# M* is coirfidered as the word of thu 






SECOND ELECT; 


the elect of perignan. 

V V -• * * 


T HE decorations are the fame as in the foregoing 
degree; and it only differs, by being lighted with 
twenty-feven lamps, difpofed by nine and nine. The 
liodge is opened by the Mailer, demanding, 

“ If there are other my fteries in quality of an EleS. 
than thofe of N» N. M.” 

A. The appendages to the letter P. 

Report is made, * u That a Mailer Ele£t of the firft 
degree wilhes to be introduced.” He is admitted, and 
receives the inftru&ion of the 


CATECHISM: . 

* * * ' * * * # ; 
Romvel *#*#■*■»#*• 
* Gravelot * * * * 

Abiram * * * 

# * * * * * * * 
The ceremony concludes, by the Mailer’s inform, 
ing the Candidate, “ That the prefent bulinefs is 
merely preliminary, and preparatory to a third de- 
gree/^ 
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THIRD ELECT: 


ELECT OF FIFTEEN . 

^V = =z ss sss s ^ m ,^ - 1 decoY^ te ^ 

'T'HE Lodge is to be hung with black, aI1< ^ fitted 
with three fkeletons; it is ito'be bpefl e . a rec^?' 
ftrokes, and is lighted by fifteen-lamps. ^ \>e ¥ r fl 

tioh, only fifteen Brethren are permitted ^^ith 
fent, and at it the Candidate is entruftc** 
fign, the token, and.the.word. e Ve 

The fign is, to ftmt the right hand, the tn . - Apt \ * 
vated, as if holding, a dagger, to place it. V 
chin, and then tp drop it, as if in the aft of * 
the body. i> 

Anfwered by the ftretching out the hand* 
cut off the neck with the thumb. . ^ 

The token is, to give little ftrokes of tn- 
finger upon the joint of the little finger. 


Anfwered by taking the right-hand with th^ _ 
of the right-hand extended, and fhaking it . 
Which fignifies three times five, and confequei* 
number of the Fifteen Eleft. 

The word is “ Zcomet and the anfwer 
" Eleham * 99 * 

CATECHISM. 






Bengabel 



. Silpe 
Civi 


B enedi car 


Sterkin 

Quterfute 
Hoben 

Mac ca- 

July *5 Chibot 

Berit-Neder-Alwj^ ' 

Ab dicam N. N. ^ 


Civi Abdicam 

Jlf. This my Brethren, is thelnftuutwa of ." r 
ee of Ele 6 l Jylaitcxs, winch, w a JW ^ ^ 

fopty. 


% 



THE N04CHITES. 


BROLEGOMEMA. 

T HE origin of this degree is deduced from the 
Tower of Babel, and from thence is derived the 
appellation of Noachite, ora fon of Noah. 

The firft in rank is called the Grand Commander ; 
the other dignities are, the Knight of Introdu&ion, 
the Knight of Eloquence, the Knight of the Finances, 
Knight of the Chancery, and the Knight of Defences 
the' Members in general are denominated Knights, or 
Pruffian Mafons. 

The myfteries for the Initiation of Profelytes, are 
only to be celebrated when the Moon is at the full. 

Jt was not required in the earlieft ages of this 
Order, that the Candidates for this degree ffiould be 
inpoffeflion of any prior qualification in particular 5 
but fince the twelfth century, the Statutes declare, 
that no gentleman fhall be admitted, unlefs he proves 
himfelf to be a Free-Mafon 

At the time of the Crufades, the Knights of various 
Nations were confederated in Palefline, and commu- 
nicated their fecrets in Mafonry ;.the Pruffian Knights 
initiated the Chriftian Princes, and their attendants, 
who wefe previoufly Mafons, and from that time it 
was unanimoufly determined, that in future, no per- 
fon but of ‘ that defcription, Ihould be received ; and 
that even of th’ofe, only fuch, whofe zeal and abilities 
had recommended theih to fill the offices of truft : and 
importance, in a complete and regular Lodge. 

* Tbe apartment in* which the reception takes, place, 
mxxtt not & e in a confined fttuation, as the only light.. 

permitted 
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• quainted of the motive that induces his companion 

to with for admittance/’ 

This permiflion is anfwered by a declaration “ that 
it is a Matter who is delirous of being admitted a 

Pruffian Mafon.” 

G* C. Let him enter, and let him be examined. 

During which the Knights draw their fwords, and 
prefent the points towards the Candidate. 

G. C. I declare him to be worthy — brave Knights 
your countenances (hew your affent. — Will you re- 
nounce Pride all the days of your life ? 

A. I promife. 

G. C. Example is far fuperior to precept — com- 
mence your career by an aft of humility. 

He is led to the feet of the Grand Commander by 
three reverences on his left knee, and being proftrate 
before him, is commanded to kifs the pommel of his 
fword before he is permitted to rife. The Knight of 
Eloquence addreffes him on the fubjeft of Vanity, and 
draws his conclufion on the evil confequences at- 
tending it Irom the examples of Phaleg and Solomon. 

G. C. Do you promife upon the faith of a Mafon, 
to keep the lecrets 1 (hall entruft you with, on the 
fubfequent conditions : the firft is, that you will never 
reveal to any of the children of Adam the myfteries 
of our order ; the fecond is, that you will affociate 
with us in future ; and the third is, that you will never 
; . fuffer, at the peril of your life, any man to wear the 

jewel of this order, unlefs he makes himfelf known 
to you as a Pruffian Mafon. 

| A . I engage myfelf to fulfil the preferibed con- 

| ditions. 

G. C. Knight of Eloquence, you are at liberty to 
, make known the Hiftory of our exceilen torder. 

The 


( 

l 
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< *» > . ' : *■* 
The mandate is obeyed, and the oratfo* 1 * 

by him, 

‘ 4 To every Pruflian Mafon be it kn 0 ^ n * w ^icb 
Notwithstanding the recent vengeance ii\i<i u '~ 

JDeity had taken upon mankind fo r a i\d U ° U 
ities, by caufing an univerfal defog e » . a * 

withftanding the Deity had given the * 
a fign of reconciliation, and at vouch a ot 
favor, had declared, that the world {houfo rl d3’* %tS e- 
be deftroyed by the waters, yet the defoe c P*. 

Noah, from their want of faith in the 
diftion, being apprehenfive of a fecondde* 

“ Let us build a city whofe top may r «»• 

“ Heavens, and let us make us a nam^ aX* 

_ 44 be fcattered abroad upon the face of the 

To accomplifh their defign, they began to ^ e t* 

high tower, in the plain of Shinar, but ty 
prize being difpleafmg in the eyes of their 
as tending to fruftrate or delay the execoti a **^% 
defign, which was, that mankind fhould no* 
continue together in one place ; he obliged ^ 
give over their projeft before they had fi*** 
by confounding their language, io that or * 

not underfland what another faid, from wh^ ov 

oty took the name of Babel, which fignif* 

fufion ; whereupon the difperfion and pl ar *- ^ VP 

nations enfued. It was on the night of * %, Vt 

Moon, that the Lord worked this wonder y 
remembrance the Noachiteshold their L< od g ^ 

The archite£I was named Phaleg, at leaft it ^ 

who gave the idea of this building ; as a P ar V*£ s 
for his countenancing the prefumption qt 
thren, he was deprived of his fpeech,. an ^ 
the outrages of txis companions, who con 
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as^the caufe of the failure of their defignihe travelled 
into countries remote from Shinar, and from thence 
only by moon-light, as he was apprehenfive of 
being maffacred if his perfon was recognized ; his I 
place of retirement was in Pruflia, where having 
creftei a triangular dwelling; he by humiliation and 
contrition for the part he had taken in the Plain of 
Shinar, obtained ‘remiffion for his fins, and his 
fpeech was reftoredto him. 

This dwelling of Phaleg was difcovered fifteen 
cubits deep from the furface of the earth in the 
year 553 ; in it was found a ftone of white marble, 
on which was infcribed the particulars I have re- 
• lated, in the Hebrew tongue; and adjacent, was the 
following epitaph — 

<« Here repofes the afhes of the Grand Architect of the Toyrer of 
« Babel, the Lord had pity on him bccaufe he became humble.” 

Thus we communicate our grand fecret, unknown 
to every one, except ourfelves— We entruft it to 
« you with pleafure. — Misfortune to you, if you are 
weak enough to tranferibe it— be circumfpeft — 
and for that c&ife, praftice humility after the ex- 
; ample of our Grand ArchiteQ.” 

The Knights (heath their fwords, and the Profelyte 
is in veiled with his ; likewife the jewel is tied to the 
button of his waiftcoat, his apron and gloves, are de- < 
corated with yellow borders, and he is entrufted with 
the lign, the grip, the word, and the pafs word, which 
1 are explained in the Catechifm. 

' The ceremony is concluded by the Grand Com- 
Tnanrier’s obferving, that 

« The Lodge is obfcijred, and it is time to retire,' 
remember Phaleg.** 

(c^ For the Catechifm of this Degree, fee Page 73. 1 
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ARC HITECT ; 
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excellent. 

L od PROLEg OMENA. 

a f °riSir 1 A bra, ?^ e of the^of^f n /f with black, in re } 

l ^ps ; a th hitCa,and ls ‘o beliil Ined the deatU 0 nc 
Placed i n ., hr °ne is elevated - ghted with twenty - 0 . 
a T Square ?* Ce n‘r*, on £ 1 *e Eaft, a table ^ 
* 1 *? latter £ a ‘towel i n f a bib le, acomp 3 ^ 

thls is f UD ’ ® fixture of mfib Urn >• the contents 

.'Pbe dr 3w e< * to be the heart* r Hour, and * 

* r *a ngle en is an oblon of a worthy Brotl»e r " 

* Bndbelow are’th” leuer^S?^ ° 

^’;/ e ^ rd i: Ee tele n ; d 

ixvcI,|’' i | if a ' i F' P 'ii'U;e ! ^?. THE LODGE. 

ird and zztXr asr ' V 

'"S" ”• ^'1*™ Jb,‘ h b “ '7 ,•• : 

“Moft v?- are goinff to h n jj *? g,ve ‘be fign C J 

Mo/t Ml Shty° a u f h ‘ 0 R ho,d . (which is done.) 

t the Brethren are Architefts. ^ 

3 0 . Wl* — ; 
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.g. 'W-hat is the time P 

yi. The hour of the perfeft Mafon. 

g. 'What is that hour ? 

jf. The firft inftant, of the firft hour, of the firft day, 
that the Grand Architeft of the Univerfe created • 
the Heavens and the Earth. 
jVf. This is the firft inftant, the firft hour, and the firft: 
day, that I, as Matter, open and hold the Lodge — 
it is time to begin our labour. 

The Candidate who has been previouflydi veiled of 
his fword, and being blind-folded, is led in and placed 
between the Wardens. 

M- Before we can admit you into this myfterious de- 
gree of Mafonry, it is eflfential for you to declare 
your abhorrence of the crime of tfiofe worthlefs 
ruffians, who caufed the vacancy of an Architeft ; 
as a teft of your integrity, we require you to par- 
take of the heart of that innocent vi&im, for which 

; urpofe we have preferved it irr this urn. 

'he affirmative being anfwered, he receives kneel- 
ing i.** 16 

OBLIGATION^ 

I promife upon the former penalties annexed to the 
foregoing degrees, and before this augirft ailembly, to 
hold, keep, and hide the fecrets of the Archite£ls, 
and never to reveal them to inferior brethren, or to 
the popular World. 

Alfa, I promife to fupport Mafonry with all my 
abilities, and to affift the fraternity as far as lays in 
any power, and if I do not, may they deprive me ot 
-the rites of burial. 

The mafter takes the trowel, and giving on the 
point of Jt a fmall portion of the contents of the 
urn, addreffes him : 

May 


i 
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this which, you now receive be the cement 
“ c f union between us, may it remain indiffo- 
and bond w \th us, as all brethren fay, 
liable, f^tune to him who would difunite us.” 

“ >. lS n didate rifes, and is thrown on his face, f° 

The ^ covers the blazing Star On the drawing* 

that his , e i s taken from his eyes* 

andthebandag f ^ ? X 

Q* Qrandeur, and Geometry. 

^ T^'°lniti atc ^ r ^ es > * s prefenied with an ap r ° 

^nd a falh. ur zeal lor Mafonry, by declaring 

JV1. I rewa 5 c hite&, the difference which you obfe* v ^ 
you an proves the fuperiority of this degre * 

m thisap will be employed only in the cl® 

as m fntu temple ; the fa(h I inveftyou wi**** 

DnS ? diftinftion over the inferior ordef*^ 
™ ar , a f is to remind you, that a former Af ~ 
and its c° - ra ther to ftied his blood, than rev< 
chitett cli After his death, the work was at 3. 


is a mar j s to remind you, that a former Af - 

and its co c rather to ftied his blood, than reveal 
chitett ch After his death, the work was at 3 

° Uf j 11 ^ Solonion was zealous to complete it £ 
. an r pole, he convened thofe Makers wbp 
\ OT , j-n-JLiUhcd themfelves by their genius, capa- 
^and^a^ 11 ®* 8 *' and formed them into a hodgc* 

t f > e ? e ^ ^li-.Aed were no longer to be confounded 
-^\ s e nltitude of the workmen., Solomon £orr — 
Wlt V^ hediftina marks that thfcyihad hitherto 
manded thould be changed; thatthej* ftouW to fv- 
w° rn * ft * to enter into the Sztn&um Sanftc- 

flaming ftar. and the letter G. By 
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By the original defign of the edifice, Solomon per- 
ceived that the firft elevation was perfeft ; he there- 
fore ordered a fccond to be placed with the fame pro-, 
portions, under the direftion of this Lodge of Ar- 
ch it efts. 

Upon the demife of one of thefe, Solomon direfted 
that in fucceeding ages, another fhould be elefted 
to prevent this valuable part of Mafonry from be- 
ing obliterated ; that this Brother before his admit- 
tance, Ihould engage himfelf by promifes, fuch as 
you have entered into, and may you many years 
affociate, and enjoy this happinefs among us, 

CATECHISM. 

Q. Are you an Architeft ? 

A. I am * 

n In what place was you received ? 

A. I n Sanftum Sanftorum. 

n. Did you ever work at any thing memorable ? 

A. At a Grand Matter’s tomb, 

Q m Defcribe the infcription ? 

A. S. U. G. on the fuperfice, and G. H. S. on the 

fidesofit. 

q # What fignifies S P 
a Submiflion. 

What fignifies U ? 

"3* Union. 

The letter G? 

A* Gomez, or Beauty. 
q\ Why is it faid to be beauty ? 

Becaufe it was the firft word that the firft man 

pronounced. 

n. What fignifies the letter G when repeated a 

^ fecond time ? 

A, Gabaon 
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A. Gabaon, t * ie P r °P e *' and original name of the 
ground o n ^ lcl \ the lanftuary was built, and 
which was adopted as the word to diftinguilh Ar- 
chitefts, tr° m oth ,t r ^afons. b 

Q. The H, I am wen acquainted, the other S remains 
to be explained? • 

A. Stoikin» name °f the firft difcoverer of a cer- 
tain corpf e * , _ , 

Of what ufe are thefe letters ? 

To inftruft p° cnty in the myfteries they enquire 
after. 

In what do you einploy y OU rfelf as Architect? 

In perfeftmg the icience, and in regulating the 
workmen. 

By what means was you received an Architeft ? - 

By the cement which united the ftones of the 
temple. 1 

What were the materials that this cement was 
compofed of ? 

Milk, oil. wine, an d flour. 

What is this cement further allegorical of? 

The valuable r ®P lains °f a Great Architeft. 

Why do you add the Adje&ive to the Subftantive ? 
To fignity his merits and abilities. 

By what can you prove yourfeJf to be anArchiteft? 
By two figns that are only made, either at the 
opening, or in the Lodge ; and by a third fign to be 
ufed at difcretion. 

Q. Defcribe the former ? 

y/. To place the right hand, the thumb erefl, upon 
the heart, to make a diagonal line forward to the 
height of the face, to bring it horizontally to it, 
putting the thumb on the forehead, fo as to form a 
triangle. 

p B 3 Q. What; 
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Q. What appellation do you name this fign by ? 

A . The fign of Surprife and Defence. » 
g. How is it difpofed of? 

A- By an anfwer, called the fign of Sorrow. 

0. Defcribe it ? 

! A . To place the right hand flat on the right breaft, 
making a motion, as if to retire, and in fo doing, 
to pafs the right foot behind the left foot, fo as to 
. form a fquare. 

Q. What is the third fign that is to be ufed at dif- 

cretion? 

To draw the right hand over the right hip. 

The utility of this fign ? 

To gain admittance into a Lodge of Archite£is. 

£L What time is it ? 

A. The lafl day, the laft hour, the lad inflant that 
the Matter holds his Lodge. 

The Brethren ftrike feven times as at the opening 
Which concludes the Lodge of Architefts. _ ° 


Cra^ 
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GRAND ARCHITECT; 

OR, 

SUPER EXCELLENT. 


' ''■O 


prolegomena. 

T O confer fnbfcquent degree, the Lodge is to 

be in the *^ te as in the preceding, except 
the urn, which is Re taken away ; a double triangle 
is to be formed on e rawing, and an addition to th e 
lights, to make t cm twenty-feven. A jewel is worn- 

by the Brethren, pendent to a blue fa{h, a doubl e 
triangle, forme® Y m a cornpafs and a level, and their* 
aprons are edged with blue likewife. 

The Candidate is prepared as before, and when 
ready the Mafte^ °P ens t ‘ ie Lodge, as in the prior de- 
gree to receive ni m * 


RECEPTION. 

M. Moft venerable Brethren. 

The fecond el eVat * on °f the temple is finilhed, and • 
in conformity ^ t “ e fupreme orders, we are to ere£b 
a l third that wii/ terminate the height of it, accord- 
ing to the origin j deiign. 

The fuperintendance of this third part, muft'be 
committed to the care of an able, a diligent, and, a 
complete workman, fuch a one as we have not at 
prefent among the Grand Architefts. 

We are now convened, and as we have not any 

particular bufinefs before us to engage our attention, 
t he time cannot betterbe employed than in feleaing 
an addition to our Lodge, who, by his affiduity and 
experience, may be worthy of the appointment I 
^Jlude to. The 
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The Matter is interrupted by the report, “ that 
Brother Moabon an Archi eft, is in waiting to be 
examined for a fuperior degree.” 

M. The work ha> met with obftacles that hath im- 
peded its progrefs, but it cannot with propriety be 
longer fufpended, our choice mutt be fpeedily de- 
termined, even in this happy day, in which we are 
affembled; it is fortunate for *hat Architeft, whofe 
report you have been witnefs to, that h° has ap- 
plied in time to be a Candidate; let him be ac- 
cording to his requeft examined, and with caution, 
for it only becomes Grand Afchitefts to ereft 
ftruftures in the air ; the employ is too difficult 
for interior craftsmen, they only know them, by 
admiring them at a diftance. Let us now put the 
finifhino: ttroke to the Temple. 

If Moabon is qualified, may he fucceed, and ever 
after live with glory, happinefs, and profperity, and 
may his name exift to the end of time, as a mighty 
ana refpeftable word among Great Architefts. 

The Brethren place their hands thrice upon the 
drawing, which is the affent for his examination, and 
beds introduced and placed in the Weft. 
jyf # Worthy Architeft — The degree to which you 

afpire is a point of elevation, that you are at pre- 
fent a ftranger to ; the fuperior art required to be 
iJifplayedj on this occafioti, renders us apprehenfive 
- that your abilities are by no means equal to the 
tafk 5 die difficulties you have to encounter in the 
ptirfuit are great, and which are only to be over- 
come by the extent of your knowledge, and the 
utmoft exertions of your (kill *. a perfeft defign for 
a third ftrnfture of the Temple is required from 
you, and as the neceffity of raffing it is urgent, and 
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will not admit of delay, you muft t m ^ tLirn to u s ^ 
foon as you have completed your aS 

The Candidate is led twenty -feven txrties round 

the room, and a drawing of the Temple* a third 

elevation, is put into his hand, (this is ufually on a 
pafteboard) he is flopped in the Weft, and acquaints 
the Mailer 

“ That he is provided with a defign, and prefents 
it for their approbation.** With three {heps he is led 
to the Throne, and delivers it to the Mailer, who 
tranfmits it round the Lodge ; during which, 
Candidate kneels, his right hand is put on the bib le* 
and his left on a /word, and a coinpafs over 0 t 
wrift ; in this pofition he takes the 


OBLIGATION. - 

I promife never to reveal the fecrets of the 
Architefts, to any iMafon who has not produC^i^^ 
defign for the third elevation of Solomon’s Ternf* 
under the penalty of being excluded from our 
and from our Lodges. ^ 

M. Rife, and let the veil of obfcurity be remo^^/ 
for Moabon is worthy of beholding our labours*"^ 
At a fignal the Brethren falute him. 

M. My Brother ‘ . f 

Jt is with extreme fatisraction that we have 
witnelfes of your fhill and ability, and of y our endc^ 
vours to give fatisfa£lion in the things prefcribedt^ 
yon ; the execution of your defign impels us 
admit you a Grand Architeft. May this new favo* 
conferred on you, ftimulate you to merit the illufttV 
ous degree which fucceeds and derives its fplendor 
from this, as it will fall to the lot of one of us to be 
recognized therein, as Grand Mailer. Approac b, 
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Approach, and receive the marks of the rank yoii 
are entitled to, and to which alone your perfeverance 
has elevated you to. 

To diftinguilh ourfelves as Grand Architefls, there 
is a fign, a grip, and a word ; the fign, is to place the 
two hands on the ftomach, to form a triangle with 
the thumb and fore-finger of each hand. It is to be ' 
anfwered by the hands being placed in the fame 
form above t he head. 

The grip, is taking one another by the right hand 
indifcnminately, and turning them thrice, one above 
the other, and below alternately ; the word is your 
name, Moabon ; to be pronounced by fyllables, in 
making the turnings of the hands. 

This fafli and this jewel is indicative of the degree 
you are in pofleffion, and it is the only mode of your 
exprefling yourfelf to be fuch, out of *he Lodge- 
The fign, the grip, aud the wprd, are confidered as 
facred, and are not to be ufed elfewhere : if accident 
fhould occafion your vifitiog the Lodges of the in- 
ferior degrees, and you are not provided with your 
fafh or jewel, you are at liberty to tuck the left cor- 
ner of your apron into the band, and by that diflinc- 
tftion you will be recognized by Grand Architetts, 
as a Member of their degree. 

You will now pay your refpefts to the Brethren, 
and afterwards attend to the 

CATECHISM. 

Q. Ate you a Grand Architect ? 

% lam. 

"Where was you received ? 

A* In the Middle Chamber. 

Q. Why 
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g. W'hy there ? 

A . The Lodge was held there, as i~& co nd 

tion was finished. 

Q Who gave the defign of the Temp^ e ? 

A . The Grand Architect of the Univer/e. 
g. To whom ? 

To Solomon, 
g. By what means ? 

* A. By Infpiration. 

g. In what manner was you employed in the Mid* 
die Chamber ? 

A . In defigning a third elevation, 
g. By what means was you admitted a Grand Ar- 
chitett ? , 

A. By the perFe£Hon of the drawing that I pre^ rlte 
to the Matter. _ ' 

g. What reward did you receive in return? 

A . As a recompence, I had a fig n and a gr/p 
tf ufted to me. \ 

Q Deliver them to the next Brother-fas 
Q. What word was pronounced ? v 
A. The name of a Great Architeft. 

- Q. Declare it ? 

A . Mighty Matter, I will give you one fyllable# 
you will give me a fecond « 
jg. I am agreeable. 

Mo— . 

<£• a— 

yf. bon: 

Q. How old are you ? 

Twenty-feven years. 

Q. What remains to be performed ? 

si. To veil the Lodge of Grand Architects. 

The Mailer Hr ikes twenty-feven, and declares 
Lodge to be concluded. SCO l 






SCOTS MASTER; 

OR, 

’ SUPER -INTEND ANT. 


PROLEGOMENA. 

npHlS degree is confidered of fuperior importance 
to the preceding, as the appellations of the Bre- 
thren given in it announce, the Mafter is dignified as 
Very Powerful, and the reft as Very Honorable. 

The decorations of the apartment are fplendid ; the 
enfigns.of the different orders in Mafonry are defigned 
ixi colours ; and, at proper diftances, receive the aid 
of eighty-one lights. 

On the drawing, the furniture or facred utenfils of 
the Temple of Solomon are delineated, the Ark of 
Alliance, the Altar of Incenfe, the Golden Candle- 
flick, the Table of Shew-bread, the Brazen Altar, the 
Brazen Sea, See . 

The jewel is worn pendant to a red fafh, and the 
aprons are bordered with the fame colour. 

A tranfparency of the Temple is in the Eafl, and 
the Lodge opens as in the preceding degree. 

The Candidate is prepared as before, except his 
being deprived of his fight, the neceflity of this dif- 
tinfti on will appear evident in the courfe of the 

RECEPTION. 

He is admitted by the fignal of a Grand Architect ; 
the Wardens place him between them, and addrefs 
the Mafter, 

“ Very Powerful -—Moabon is prefent, and ar- 
dently oelires to participate in your labours. You 

gave him to underftand in the preceding degree, 

that 
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that there was wanting yet a cere mor^y fo r , . 
undergo, before he -would be in complete D t» 
fion of the fecrets of Mafonry : his zeal brj n f 
now into your prefence to attain it- ° m 

M. Brother, we cannot fufficiently' applaud . 
perfeverance in endeavouring to explore 0ur ' 
fecret myfteriesj the fe are withheld and referved 
from every one, until we are well fat is tied of the 
conduct of thofe who folicit them; for our pru- 
dence -will only permit us to grant them to thofe 
that we have Well experienced. 

Your conceptions upon this bufinefs, mo A pfo- 
bably, are erroneous; for it is fcarc elv polfthle for 
you to conjefiture the objeft or intent of our n,eet j 
ing The grandeur of this degree is immenfi^J*^ 

With the permiflion ol the very honorable Rreth r 
who aflift me, I will declare it. c a- 

The mighty degree that we now hold is, that 
Kuperintendant Scots Matter ; the Temple is t*' 

from the foundation to the cape ftone . th. 
ons are perfea., and the lacred utenfils remain' 
to be fafhioned after the drawings of the t- ^ " 

matter that ever exifted. We are to el oft a 
cefTor, who will fulfil, with honor and with & 

the models which he defigned. Condu& you*"* 
about the Lodge, exercife your genius, and pre^ 
the refuft of it to us. ' Y 

He traverfes eighty-one times round the 
and at length the Wardens give him defigrts for 
furniture, and he prefents them to the Mailer. * ^ ? 

M . Moabon, the defigns are worthy of the £> 

but there is an obligation which you are to 
to before you are acquainted with our fecrets, 
engagement differs from thofe which you have a 

c rea AX 
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ready taken, inafmuch, that they were entered into 
by you in darknefs, whereas this is offered you 
without reftraint. It is now for you to decide ; 
we have the power to releafe you from your for- 
mer profeflions, even of tliofe, which you have made 
with us. It is a # matter of indifference if you reveal 
all that you know already on the fubjeft of Ma- 
fonry. we care not, if it becomes the amufement 1 

of the popular world* What is now required of i 

you, is an aft of fmc^rity, and as fuch it is tran- 
fcribed for your perufal and apprpbation. If you 
do not concur with the contents, fay fo, and we 
fhall aft accordingly. If you confent, read, it with 
an audible voice, and we will attend to it. 

OBLIGATION. I 

Upon the poffeflion of my fenfes* upon the exiil- 
ence of my reafon, and upon the under {landing 
that fupports, guides, and enlightens me, I promife 
and fwear, and I vow, that I will keep inviolably 
all the fecrets, figns, and myfteries which have been , 
to the prefent time unveiled, or that ihall.be re- 
vealed in Mafonry to me in future. 

If I am not faithful to this engagement, may my { 

lyody be expofed to pains and penalties ; may the I 

veins of my temples be opened, and may 1 be ex- 
pofed upon a pyramid to the heat of the Cun, the .< 
cold of the night, and the rigour of the winds : 
may blood run flowly* drop by drop, till the 
fjpirit is extinguilhed, that animates the fubftance. 

To augment my fufferings, if I fail herein, may a 
uourHhment be given me daily, proportionate and 
fufficient only to preferve and prolong a xniferable 
exigence, as no punifliment can fufficiently atone 
for my perjury. ' If 
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If the Candidate refufes to repeat 

Tint tnoiv • • . - * « 
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point their fwords to his back. and drive hi^^Os 


them twerity-feven times round the ILiodge, and t h ° re 
hitn out of the door. This is called the rua 

pumping. 


cer **on; u j 


• if* f e acce, P ts > pronounces the oath with ah in. 
telhgible Voice ; and the paper on ■which it is written 
is committed 'to the flame’s. 

M. Brother, your zeal having engaged you to perfe- 
vere With the firmhefs of a good Afa/bri, we {hall 
now proceed to your proclamation as a Supeiin- 
tendant Scots A/Iafler, a ceremony, which from time 

immemorial has always taken place in the 

part of the Temple ; prior to this, it has hitherto 
been deemed a mark of refpea, and upon the P£f r 
fent occafion it mtifl not be omitted to j* 

a few moments on the tragical end of him, 
you are called to fucceed ; Tilence ; s f wc ’ er e 
timent of grief, and let the homage to his mat* e S*r<'' Sf 
perfea, as every parucular refpefting this d<?g^ 


is fuch.- 


Civt. 






The Brethren put one- knee to the ground, 

Matter ftrikes thrice, and their heads 'are pl**^ 
on their hands in a penfive poflure for a few ^ 
ments; the Mailer fays,— “ Caki." 

The Brethren rile to fat ate each other 
unanimoufly addrefs the Candidate : ’ s' — * 

" We adopt Moabon as our brother, and acknC? S . 
ledge him to be our Grand Mailer . 99 ^ 

M. It is with extreme pleafure I behold yO 1 * & 
proclamation to an llluftrious Superintend* / 
Scots Matter ; words will not convey the ^ 

merits my heart dilates; I will however co& ^ 
iide with yoa the myfteries which are refervedfc*^ 
c a tto* 


40 


this degree ; a vance, and receive them. This falh 
will gi ve authority over Mafons of inferior orders. 
To difti 0 ® 111 ” 1 ou Iif ves there is three words, two 
figns, and a grip. The words are, Urim, Thummim, 
and Zedidiac. The figns are, toprefentthe hands 
in forming a * the f ore head, in faying, 

t« Triangula* - orehead is my point of fupport.” 

The'other is, to put the right hand upon the eyes, 

inclining the head, and^bending the knee. 

The grip* ke , the t-vv o right hands as in the 

Grand Archite ^ * btjt, inftead of turning them 
thrice, they mu ua y gwe three little ftrokes with 
the fore-fingeis c 0 e » rn putting the left hand on 
the right fhoulder, and fainting, f ay 
“ Virtue unite two hearts, two heads, two bodies 
and every thing makes only oite.” 

As Scots Mafter, your fituation is to prefide in the 
Lodge: as foon as you are capable of inftruaing the 
Brethren I (hall refign my prefent power, and fhall 
as cheerfully fubnut to y OU r government, as you 
have conformed to mine: the myfteries of this 

degree to w ic require your attention, will be 
beft explained in the 

CATECHISM 

B«*er_A re you a Sc« 

A* anl, 

Q- ^fhat do you find in that deeree ? 

A. I know die grand li ff ht n f j 

n. Where was you rec f il j? e third a P artment * 
A. In an high place. 6 ' 

O. What is your occupation d 
A. To prepare the alta rs ™ d ? t * , 

precious ftones. 5 » an d to adorn them with 

Q. Any 
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A. The Divine properties of the Grand Architeft 
of the Univerfe. 

Q. Name them ?" 

A. Eternity, Science, and Power. 

Q* What do the letters within the triangle fignify ? 
A. The facred word and its fituation evinces, that 
the Creator is the centre and fource of Mafonry. 

0.m What is the fignification of the circle around 
it?"" , 

A. That the Supreme Being had no beginning, and 
consequently can have no end. 

Q. Why is the jewel, pendant to a ribbon, of the 
colour of fire ? 

A. To keep in remembrance the ardour which 
enabled us to obtain this degree. 

Q. In what place was the fir ft Lodge of Superin- 
tendant Scots Mailer’s held in ? 

A . Between three mountains, inacceflible to the 
ignorant ; and in a deep valley, where Peace, Virtue, 
and Union reigns. 

Q. Name the mountains ? 

A. Moriah, Sinai, and Heredon. 
g. Where is the laft iituated ? 

A. In the North of Scotland, and from thence it is 
termed Scotch Mafonry. This place a cock never 
crowed in, a lion never roared in, nor a woman never 
tattled in* 

0 . Wbatw to be underflood by the deep valley ? 
A . The tranquillity of our Lodge. 

0. What produces it ? 

A. The retaining the original marks of Mafonry; 
0. What are the marks ? 

A* Three words, two figns, and a grip, (for which 
fee the Initiation.) 

Q. How 
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Q. How old .are you as smArchi ** 

A . Twenty-one. 

Q. How old. are you as a Q rand A** c hite£t? 

A . Twenty- feven. 

Q. How old are you as a Scots Mall^ ? 

A • Eighty-one. ' 

M . Superintendants Scots Mailers This is the ul- 

timatum , the highefl: number in the archives of Ma- 
fonry ; it is the boundary, beyond which, there is 
no palling. 

This is the lafl: inftant, the iaft hour, the lafl day* 
and the lafl: year, that this Lodge is held * 

The Mailer and Brethren alternately 1 Irike 
each, till the number amounts jto eighty-one, 
concludes this degree. 


KNlQVff 


KNIGHT OF THE SWORD; 

OR, 

OF THE EAST. 

PROLEGOMENA. 


F OR the folemnities of this order, two apartments 
ate requifite ; one is confidered as the Council 
Chamber of Cyrus, King of Perfia : a throne is placed 
in the Eaft, and behind it is a tranfparency, defcrip- 
tive of a dream of that Monarch ; it is to be lighted 
with feventy lamps, to reprefent the feventv years of 
the captivity of the Jews : at the four corners of the 
Lodge, likewife in the centres of the North and South 
fides are towers, and a feventh in the Well, to form 
an entrance ; this is to have a fpace between, fo that 
the Candidate may be enclofed in it. 

In the other apartment, is a tranfparency of the 
ruins of the Temple of Solomon, and a bridge is to be 
formed at the entrance, fo that the paffage may be 
difputed. \ 

The Mailer, when* in the firft apartment, i$ named 
Cyrus, and bears a feeptre in his hand ; the Knights 
are complimented with the title of Generals ; they 
wear a green fafh, an apron bordered with green, and 
have fwords in hand. 


Tue^Malter, when in the fecond apartment, is ca 
Very Excellent ; the Knights Very Mighty; and 
Candidate is fuppofed to be a captive Prince : a 
fcax-f* “ colour of water, is worn round the b< 
and all the Brethren wear jewels pendant to t 
breafts, the form of which is a triple triangle ; 1 
have Ukewife a trowel attached to a P black fafli. 

OPEN1 
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' ? P£ NING -THE LODGE, 
fifth and fixth^^n^T'fay s "““‘‘"S * P “ U,t b “"’ e * P1 ” 

‘‘Brothers, affift m e to ope n the Lodge, of 
Km glits of the Sword.— Generals, Examine i f "vve 
44 are fecure.” 

Nebuzaradan, the firft in rank anfwers, 

44 Sovereign, we are enclofed, and all the 
44 prefent, are Knights of the Sword.” jr 

Cyrus* Generals, Princes, Knights. The days ol 
the feventy years captivity of the Jews are acc 
plifhed : My intention is to liberate them, 
will relate the particulars of a dream to yon w 
terpret the language of it, and advife me with y* 1 * 1 ^*^ 
counfel. — In my. fleep, I perceived a lion ready ^ 
devour me, and at a diftance, Nebuchadnezzajr 
Belfhazzar, my predeceflbrs, in chains; they 
contemplating on a glory, which Mafons fhe^r _ 
of the Grand Architect of the Univ< e Jf ^ 


the name 

in the clouds above, appeared an Eagle, from 
beak iffued an order, to 

44 Render liberty to the Captives.” ^ „ 

I was aftonifhed and confufed, and the dream v 
nifhed, but my tranquillity is difturbed. 

Princes— Deliberate, aflent, or diflent, to the ter*** 
of the vifion. - 

The Lodge draw their fwords, and prefent ^ 
points in the air, bend them towards the earth, and 
this form aflent to the will of the King ; they then * 
up the points , which fignifies liberty, and remain^ * 
them in that pofition. 

Cyrus . The Captivity {hall be concluded. QeX* 
rals, Princes, Knights, the Lodge of the K.riight$ 

th£ Sword is open. RECEPTION' 
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RECEPTION. 

The Candidate wears the apron of a -Scotch Mailer, 
id red falh ; his arms are encircled by triangular 
riains. 

A Knight condu&s him to the external door of the 
Dwer, and the Candidate demands admittance ; a 
:entinel Hops his progrefs, to queftion him : 

Q. What is your defire ? 

A 4 To approach the prefence of your Sovereign. 
Who are you ? 

A- The ftrft among any equals ; a Mafon by rank, 
and a Captive in difgrace. 
g. What is your name ? 

A. That is well known ; there is not onfe in Baby- 
lon, but knows my name and dignity. 

Your age? 

A . Seventy years. 

Q * What is the nature of yotir prefent application ? 
A* To remedy the miferable fituation of my Bre- 
thren. 

Attend, while I report you to my fuperiors.” 
(He knocks as a Knight of the Sword, which is re- 
peated within, and obtains leave to introduce him into 
he middle of the tower, the interior being (hut,) Cy* 
Lis interrogates him : ° 

q. For what do you appear before us ? 
jtftice* COme to your good-will and your 

<2- Upon whofe account ? 

• venty^ears Com P an /° us » who have been in fervitude 

To^ra t J ie extent °f favour you requeft • 
ro Jude? ^7? °^ r „ Hbert y* and to permit us to go 

- our Creator^ in re * build ‘ n S theT ^ 
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Tiir S noble has brought * 

here, you fcall fpeak to us face to face. * 

The door is thrown open, and upon entering:, 
proftrates himfelf before the throne. - 

Cyrus. I have witnelTed the weight of your cap tx * 
and I ana ready to releafe you, and wi J1 grant: 
liberty this mftant, if you will but communicat* 
me the fecrets of NIafonry, for which I have alvv"^ 
had the moft profound veneration. 

A.- Sovereign: — Your fituation renders it impof ii 

for me to entruft you with them, as Solomon, wh erl 
he gave the firft principles, .taught us, that equal x 
is ever to be tbe criterion among Mafons; it 
not reign here : Your rank, your titles, your 
riority, your, fljate, are not compatible with 
manfion where the myfteries of our orders are 
valent ; in other words, our exterior marks 
unknown to you. ; my engagements are inviolab* 
and I cannot reveal to you our fecrets ; if my ** 
berty is to be purchafed in f this manner, I prei^ 
Captivity. 

Cyrus . I admire your zeal and your courage. Genera* * 
Princes, Knights, This worthy Prince merits liberty-* 
for his attachment to his Obligations. - ^ 

The Brothers affent by lowering the points of th^ 1 
fwords. ^ 

Cyrus . The feventy trials which captives ufually 
dergo, on your account, I reduce to three. 

He is led thrice round the Lodge : at the firft, th^^ 
let off a cracker; at the fecond, it is demanded ° ^ 
him* if he ftill perfifts in demanding liberty ; and ^ 
tti£ third, his hands are placed on his face, fo as 
cover his eyes. x 

The Knight who conduced him ftrikes feven, a ^ 
the Sovereign is informed, * 
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‘‘ That the Candidate has undergone the prepara- 
tory fteps with courage and perfeverance.” 

C tus . I grant the remiflion you demanded of me, and 
y l confent that you are at liberty. 

rpYie chains are now taken of. 

Cyrus. Go into your country, I permit you to re- 
build the Temple deftroyed by my anceftors, and 
your treafures (hall be delivered to you, before the 
Sun is fet. I appoint you chief among your Bre- 
thren, and to prefide over your equals. I command 
that they (hall obey you, and that they (hall, ho- 
nour you in like manner, as they have hitherto 
honoured me. I expeft a fmall tribute only from 
you, and I will fend even to receive it, under the 
portico of the new Temple. Three lambs, five 
Iheep, and feven rams, is all that I require ; it 
is not for the (imple value that I exaft them, but to 
convince your neighbours, that you are dill under 
my proteftion. Henceforward you are to me, and 
I will be to you, a friend. I arm you with this 
fword, as a diftingui thing mark above your fellows. 

I am perfuaded, that you will only employ it in 
their defence, and in confequence, I hereby create 
you a Knight of the Sword. As a proof of my 
efleem, 1 decorate you with an apron, and this 
i*aih, which I have adopted in imitation of the 
workmen of your Temple ; thefe marks are not i 
accompanied with any myfteries like yours, I I 
grant them to the Princes of my court, as an ho- 
an< * y ou will hereafter enjoy among them 
the fame diflinaion. My General, Nebuzaradan, 
-vvyll caule efcorts to attei^d you to Judea, and as 
your prefence there will be effential, I will not any 
longer detain you. 

The 
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. TJf SlSKv!® v t '- res into t^eTower, amf***« 

n Ihut, while the Knights pafs into the 


iJoor 


. . . S^-COKD APARTMENT. 

Which he is conduaed towards, but is Hopped *fc» y 

centinels upon the bridge, who ftrip him of his 

and faih: at length he puts them to flight, and a ry i 

at the entrance, and knocks as a Knight of the ^ 

JH** which, the Brethren take their trowels into 

reft hands, and "their fwords into their right 

one of them advance's towards him, and aiks his 

nels : 


* 4 I am come from difgraee, to live with nay 

thren, from Babylon to Judea.” ~ - 

Very Excellent This account is worthy ourinve^^ 

gallon, as the feventy years of our great 

areexpired, and the time of re-building our *T - 
pie is at hand : to avoid furpruje, demand of 
his name, his age, and his country, (Which is g,* 
and reported.) The captivity ceafes, and our i 1 
is iinifhed. 

This captive is the Prince of the Sovereign 
let us admit him among us, for he is to re-buil^ 

Temple. (He is introduced. ) 

“ As a Malon, 1 demand admittance among th^ 
ternity.*’ ' 

Very Excellent — While we deliberate on T Qar i^li — 
queft, prove to us by a recital of your recent <d 
ve ranee, that you are worthy of that diftinftion* 

A. Very Excellent Mailer — Indue time I ?PPf^tf 
before the throne of Cyrus, and he admitted 
juftn^is of my application, as the years of our c 
tivity had palled away, by granting me liberty ^ 
depart : he armed me with this fword, and hon^ 
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me with the appellation of Brother of his Order, 
the enfigns of which I loft in^ a conteft with our 
enemies, who difputed my paflage on the bridge ; 
the diftinftions I fpeak ot are only thofe, which the 
King, my deliverer, had given me. 

Very Excellent. — Brother, The lofs which you have 
fuftained, evidences that pomp aud grandeur will 
not ^vail the caufe of Mafonry. Cyrus, in de- 
corating you with thefe honors, was not guided by 
the fpirit of equality, which invariably accompanies 
us. The fubftance you retain, the fhadow is only 
fled: the diftin&ions of this Prince have difap- 
peared, and you have preferved thofe of Mafonry. 
Before you can be entrufted with the fecrets pre- 
ferved during the captivity, you m u ft further affure 
us, that your menial and degrading fervitude has 
not obliterated from your mind the fentiments of a 
Freeman, and thereby incapacitated you from at- 
taining the myfteries of Mafonry. 
ui. Interrogate me, I am ready to reply : 

Qs What degree have you arrived to in Mafonry ? 
si. That of the Sword. 




me ugnar you i 

(Points his Sword in the air, then drops it to tl 
?arth, and raifes it again. 

/ei y Excellent. I am of opinion, that the ftrang< 
,s /" r 7 en , ter »nto our new mvfteries, (which 

aflented to by the fign.) ' v 

.avance by three Heps, and receive the 


OBLIGATION. 

ALP 


^ Ke °differf y t ^ 6 0bb § at i° n that I have contrafted 

^ ? e cretf oAh^^^f of Mafonry, never to reveal 
e recrets of ‘he Knights of the Sword to any Mem- 

ber 
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ber but to thofe, wto have arrived to that 
under the penalty Q f rema : ninfr a 4 


ntty, 

life. 


" r ■» / * tcinairunfr a captive joi ^ ~ • 

(The fwords aret at this time fheathed.) 

Very Excellent. Brothers, It is our determ 

inluture, to recognize only thofe as Members tli 

us, whom we know to be true and leg* i * * 

Maions ; not merely by outward forms, but ^: cir 

manners and aftions ; and even they muft Jr> xrxxng 
with them as a pledge, fome part of the retma i *""* ^ ° 

the former Temple, thofe which Cyrus has ven 

you. My Brother will fuffice for thofe whom > r l ° 1 ^ 
may hereafter introduce. The irvent of ^ 

hour, is at prerent, the re-building of the Teixip 1 ^ 
the Sword which Cyrus has given, you ougHt - 
make ufe of to defend your Brethren, and to P*-*”-^** 
thofe who would prophane this auguft edifice, wb 
we are about to ere&, to the glory of the 

Being. It is upon thefe conditions we entruft ^*\r*-*^ 
with our fecrets j the Sign of Knight is to pla^p ^ 
right hand on the left fhoulder, and to let it 
diagonally unto the right fide, as if cutting th^ ** 
in twov ' 

The figii of anfwer, is to place thfe right hand ~ 

tlie left hip, and traverfing the body to^the right- 
The grip, is to place the right hand upon . 
fword, and to draw it as if to fight ; then to p 13 * 
movement of the bddy, as if to repel ah enemy* ^ r ^ 
left hands lifted up and clofed. /The 

Judah and Benjamin —The pafs word is Liberty ' ^ 

After your deliverance, Cyrus created you a 
Mafon, and I prefent this trowel, which will i ^ ^ 

as a perpetual fymbol of your new dignity ; th^ ^ 

that in future you will work with a trowel in ^ 

hand, and a fword in the other, while the Temp 1 ^ 

. no re-build* 


FA 


e 




( > 

re-building, for this is our purpofe in eftabiifliing 
this degree, This fath is to be worn in all Lodges, 
and (hall be a mark of true Knighthood, which you 
have acquired. Wfe do not admit in our ceremo- 
nies, any of the marks which Cyrus has decorated 
you with; we will* however, jxreferve a teftimony 
of his goodnefs to you, by having a green rofe, the 
colour ne makes ufe of, put under the rofes of the 
other degrees, at the end of the fafh of the Grand 
Architect, to which the jewel is tied. This jewel, 
by the addition of the fwords crofs-wife, is the tro- 
phy of our Mafonry. "W^e have now, only to pro- 
ceed to your Proclamation. 

Knights Mafons — Do you corrient* that this Royal 
Prince fhall govern, rule, and direa in the labours 
of Mafonry. -(The Knights lower the points of 
their fwords and raife them.) 

Pafs my Brother, and u*e poffeffion of the 
Throne of your Anceftors, and he hereafter So- 
vereign of our Order. 

The Brethren, after he is inftaUed, {heath their 
/words, clap their hands thrice, and join in the accla- 
rdau ons, wto conclude the ceremony pi thq Recep- 


^ „ ^atkchism. 

f S's; sJoST' y “ i w “» «*«« d *«'" 
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To wh° ^ ***"& y3? ; 

Yot UP °" y ° V Eecords * 


A. Judea — 
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tribe' o^j d udlh l am b0rn of noble P arents » an J ^ 

Q. What art d^you profefs ? . 

A. Mafonry. * 

(£. What edifices do. you build ? _ - 

The Temple and Tabernacles. • 

Q. Where do you raife them ? 

A . For want of ground, we build theminour 
Q* What is the genuine appellation of a ** 

Mafon ? , . 

Ay A Free-Mafon. 


W^hy called a Free-Mafon? 

A. Becaufe the Nlafons, who were chofen byr 
mpn,. to work at the Temple, were declared f re < 
exempt from all impofts, duties, and taxes, f or - ^ ^ 

and their defcendants ; they had alfo the privil^ST*^^^ y- 
bear arms ; fince the deftru&ion of the Templ^» - 
Nebuchadnezzar, they were carried into cap flVr 





with the Jewifh people, but the good-will ox 

gave them permillion to ere& a fecond. Temple, a 
ing fet them at liberty : it is fince this epoch, 
bear the name of Free-Mafons. - 

Q. What was the firft Temple ? ^ 

A* It was the wonder of the world for riche^^^- 
grandeur, its porch would contain 900,000 peop 

Q. Who were the Archite&s of this Grand. E ." 1 * 

A . The Creator of the World gave the defigt*, 
Solomon direfted the workmen. 

Q. "VA/'ho placed the firft ftone ? 

Solomon, , . 

At what hour? 

Before the riling of the Sun. 

Why? , rjT 

D 3 ^ 


i3L 
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To point ontthe alterity re^tai¥ed nr Aft; tVorfhip 
of the Deity. 

Why is the number Si, held in fuch Veneration 
among Mafons ? ^ 

A. Becaufe this number explkmfcthe triple fcfietice 
of the Divinity, figured by the trip fe ttiattgte, by the 
fquareL of nine, and the number thfrfcte. 

. w'hy tverfe the chains of the O&ptives triftngubr ? 

A. 'the Affyriatrs underftood, thafe the tfckh'gleVas 
considered as an emblem of the name of the Eternal 
by them, and they therefore made their chains in that 
form, to render their fituation morb ihordfyihg and 
fevere. ..... 

Q* Why it is prohibited that Mafons fhoatd flti* 
Vork but at regular ftru&ures ? 

A* To teach Us a duty, that irregular Lodges are 
hot to be frequented. 

Q. What injunction was given by Cyrus 
the fecotid Temple. 

A. That it fhould be an hundred cubits in length, 
fiJtty m breadth, and as much in height. 

Q. Why did Cyrus command them to take the WUod 
from Lebanon, and the ftofieS from Tyre 

Si. That the fecond Temple might m thefe refpefe 
be equal to the firft. 6 r 

*2* ^£0 Vas the immediate Architect ? 

a j Yfc"* th «r r kthenarmed whha fw«rd? 

' V to be interrupted iii convey- 

l ? S r tlZ OT T S2"l s ». a " d even in the work itfelf, they 

th ^.C-v f em erlt^ eir fwords ready to defend them on 
every emergency * 


S' Lco^ OU “ Kn }% ht °f the Sword ? 

- i-rk.Oiv c\L me. ' Mf' v*!., , 1 r 1 • 

> L 1- laces lirs fword i 


in band.^ 

0 . Give; 
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t Q_- Give me tine Sign ? (As in the Initiation* 

Q. Give the words ? 
li A- Judah and Benjamin. 

g. The PaCs Word? 
k A . Liberty. 

;t Give t ^ ie grip ? (As in the Initiation 

Q. When have you worked ? 
ife x At the re-building of the fecond Tettip*^— 

® . Q. The inftant of the re-building ? . ^ 

si Very Excellent .-^-Since Vre are happy enough ^ r^rv e 
jb re-built the Temple in i4s fplendor, let us 

t the memory &«*4 the maffks of it, by our mer*^ ~ 





The ORDER of ROSYCRUCIANS 


OR, 


THE NEPLUS ULTRA. 


PROLEGOMENA. 


dignity is confidered as the Neplus Ultra ot 
*• Mafonry, as 'the pofTeflion is- of that importance* 
that the Members of it have a right to be admitted 
into inferior Lodges without , examination ; yet the 
Knights of the Rofy Crofs, notwithftanding they 
claim the priviledge recited, are more particular and 
exaft in demanding demonftrative proof from ftrangers* 
than in the other Orders of Malonry : they will not ac- 
cept as a vifitor any Brother, unlefs he is well known, or 
can give a ready anfwer to every fatisfaflion required. 
They make no perfon who is not in good circum- 
flamces, nor any one but whofe charafler in life will 
hear the ftrifteft fcrutiny — the immediate qualifica- 
tions are, that they fhould have been admitted a Scotch 
A/lafter and a Knight of the Eaft. There are three 
d egi:e? s or points in the Rofycrucian fyftem, and the 
fir’ll and fecond are called Sovereign Chapters, and 
third, the My flic Supper* the latter of which is 
field only four times in the year. The officers are, 
"tfie Moft Wife, Orator, Secretary, and Matter of the 
Ceremonies, the other Brethren are ftyled Moft Re- 
Jjpcaable : Kmghu. The jewel of this dignity is, a 
triangle formed by a compafs and a quarter of a circle 
the centre a crofs, upon which is a rofe, and upon 
q uarter of the circle is a Pelican bleeding herlelf 
for her young : this jewel is tied to a black rife, and 

is 
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is pendant to a black in the firft 

the f econo, point, it is pendant to a crim 
The decorations of the Lodge, in 
apartment, is a triangular altar on feven 
it a large tranfparency, in the centre of i 
rpfe formed by the drapery of the clo 
and an infcription over it ; broken colon 
, on one fide of the tranfparency, and a 
; - other, this is placed in the Eaft, three la 
j placed in the Weft. This preparation 
three points, except at a. reception, whe 
point, the whole is covered with hlacl 

* columns are placed with the Theologies 
® " them. Faith at the Weft, Hope in the Sq 
:ri rity on the EatfiU 

* Two other apartments are eHential 
^ duftion, one is denominated the Chamb 

Degree, and the other is called the Ofcfc 
^ as no light is* admitted therein* 


> > THE FIRST POINT. 

i The Moft W ife is feated on die thin 
i altar, his head fupported by ow of \ 
st firikes five equal ftrokes and a <jnick-^d 
iJ (2- What hour is it ? 

\ A - The firft hour of theday. 

; VK. It is pme then to commence 

i v invite the moft refpe£lahle Knights 
f, open the Sovereign Chapter of the 

j MSTe are overcome with grief, the veil 

is rent, the columns of Mafonry ar< 
. . cubical gone has fweated blood and w 

'.i i$ in danget^of being loft, and it is al 

£ ' JMoft refpe^iabie Knight* tet us cor 
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f^her, and trace the outlines of the word before it 
** too late. — I congratulate you all that the word is 
known, — What elfe remains for us to do ? 
the Orator anfwers — “Moft Wife, refpeft the decrees 
the Moll High, render homage to the Supreme 
Architeft, and bend the knee to him from whom we 
jj^ive our exiftence.” 

Chapter rifes and turns towards the Eaft, makes 
anrl n®”’ bends Forward, and kneels, — then they rife 
Strike feven with their hands, and fay — <c Oze 
, ? * Wife, — I declare the Sovereign Chapter to 
e affenjbled : Give notice to the candidate to 
jP^fent himfelf. 

^ candidate is in the Chamber of the Loft Degree, 
XVr J^ e ? name * his addrefs, and the degrees' he 
- lr l Mafonry ; for his age he is direfted to 
thirt y- t hree. & 

a Tc Ceremonies demands admittance 

^ 1 °^. t * le Eaft- which is anfwered within, 

-**ofycrucian. 

" See who waits ? 

entrance to explore the 

^^^apte/^ees^ven^f’ *.” d * r thc affirmative, the 
^ _^tlni the inlignia as a*K^° I n CS f l thls moment puts 

»»-GWhi m imo the ChaD& ,S -' *«•*«•«, »*<«• 

^ forrowful.- " r ' r 1 ’ 

~ # jv roftWif e> 

^° n » r ^^ai'ning^k ° f th % Eaft requefts the 

^ Sublime Degree of a D°r ^eing admitted to 
® a ^ofyerucian.” > 

Q- Worthy 


/lt * ’ *^ le Members of which 

pre ents him, by acquainting 
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G* Worthy Knight who are you ? 

A. lam born of noble parents of theTribe o J 
G- Where is your country? 

A, Judea. 

w h r at art do you profefs? 

A. Mafonry. 

M. tV. Worthy Knight, You infpire us with ’ 

but you per* ce i ve that forrow abides with us. 
is changed; the grand fupport of the Temple *■*** 

more ; the veil of the Temple is torn ; the col i^ xiirlS 
are broken ; the moft precious ornaments are t: a * 

4 ! M t r t* • i n • _ 


and the word is in danger of being loft : it 
recovered by your courage, and we fhall certain ^ 
employ you in that purfuit ; but you muft a fTV* ^ 
us by an oath, that if you obtain the know le <3^^ ***<& 

our myfteries, that you will never commun^ 3 

them to others, unlefs thofe who are qualified to ** ^ 

ceive them. If you are willing, approach the ^ 

bend your knee to the ground, and placing 
right hand on the Bible, repeat after me, 

THE OBLIGATION* ^ 

“ In prefence of the moft refpe&able Knights of * 

Rofy Crofs, I fwear and promife upon the word of ^ 
honeft man, and of a Mafon* never to reveal to j? 
perfon whatever, faving and except thofe qualifi eC * 
receive it, the fecrets which I am now, or at a f 
period fhall be entrufted with, under the penalty 
being difhonored and banifhed from all Lodges* 
being unworthy to form. a part of virtUQus Mafo 
He kifles the book, and rifes.” . 

Ml.W'. W'orthy Knight of the E^ft, for. the 

1 falute you as fuch ; henceforward you will 
dignified with greater power : to attain 
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Matter of the Ceremonies will condriflt you ; 
the Columns before you is emblematical of 
the theological virtues, imprint them on your 
®ind, and let them be the foundation of your fu- 
ture welfare. Proceed now on your pilgrimage, 
but remember we await your return. May it be 
happy, arid may you bring with you peace and fe- 
licity. 

The Candidate is led to the dark chamber, chain! 
arc rattled to intimidate him, during which, he tra- 
it feven times : in the interim, the columns are 
away, and the black cloth removed in the So- 
e * fc eign Chapter, and by the tranfition, it becomes 

THE SECOND POINT. 

-r? Candidate brought into the Chapter, and 
JKc * u bfequent anfwers of the queftions are diaatedto 

by the Matter of the Ceremonies. 

Worthy Knight, Irom whence do you come ? 
Judea. 7 

Q? By whence have you patted ? 

^ Nazareth. 

Who has conduced yotl ? 

Raphael. ^ 7 

Of what tribe are you? 

^ Judah. 7 

St. initials of thefe names? 

‘is the seord^hieh in f cr ‘P tion the croft, 

®^le, and which will Zea * W >U tender invinci- 

all b£ no more _ A y° u perpetuated till time 
due to yo«r merits AXlCC an '« teeeive the re- 

Tbe 
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The Candidate 

nounces — 
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kneels, and the Mo ft Wi&s 




“ virtUe ,° f * he P° wer that I have received frorra the 
Metropolis Lodge of Heredon, and in the pre 
of th's auguft allembly of Knights, myBroth el s » 
and my Equals, I admit, receive, and con Xfc * ^ *^5° 
you at prefen t, and for ever, Knight Prince <^> ^ t ^ 1< % 
Eagie, and of the Pelican— Per fea Mafon, 

Heredon, under the title of Sovereign of the X^- ^ 

Crofs, by which you enjoy the titles and pe 

tives of Princes — Perfe& Mafons every 

Where there are Mafons, you have the power" ^ 

convene a Lodge ; in Lodges regularly affenibl^^ ~ 

to make and perfe£i Mafons, unto the fixth 

or Knight of the Sword, or of the Eaft, writ lx ^5 

being in need of our particular authority ; our 

refervation is, that of the decree you have now ^ 

ceived.” 

On rifing, he is invefled with the crimfon ^ 

and jewel, and is entrufled with the fign, the ^ 
and the grip, for which refer to the . 


i 

5£ 

05 

If. 


INSTRUCTION. 

Q. Worthy, whence do you come ? 

A. From Judea. 

Q. By whence have you paffed ? 

A, By Nazareth. 

Q Who has condufled you ? 

A • Raphael. 

g. Of what Tribe are you ? 

A- Judah. 

/?. Colleff the initials of thefe words ? 

A. I. N. R. I. 

E 


(?. Wh**- 


I 
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Q. What is this word among us ? 

A. The facred word of the Knights of the Rofy 
Crofs. 

n . How did you come to the knowledge of this de- 
gree ? . 

A. By the three theological virtues. 

0 . Name them ? 

J. Faith, Hope, and Charity. 

C, What was you further entrufted with ? 

A. A fign and a grip. 

Q. Give me the fign ? 

, (The fign is to crofs the arms, and incline forwards 
as if to kneel.) 

g. Give the grip ? 

(The grip is made, by mutually placing the right 
hand on the tight {houlder, and the left hand on the 
left {houlder, in fuch a manner, that the arms are 
crolfed, and thus faluting, one fays, “ Emanuel,” the 
other, “ Pax vobis.” 

0 . Have you any knowledge of the Pelican ? 

A. I have, Moll Wife, 
g. What does it import ? 

A. A fymbol of the Redeemer of the world, and 
of perfetl humanity. 

Q. What is the aim of the Rofycrucians ? 

A. To refpecl the degrees of the Moll High, to 
render homage to the Deity. 

Moll Wife. It is our duty as men, to do fo, more par- 
ticularly as Mafons, to bend the knee before him, 
who gave us being — -Mailer of the Ceremonies, 
What is the hour ? 

A. The laft hour of the day 

The 
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The Moll "Wife (trikes feven, and fh’e 

ter give the fign and fay, “ Oze.” The S^' v ^ 

Chapter is clofed. 




if 


THIRD POINT. 

This Point is never held, except after the - 
and then only four times of the year ; when it 
preceding Point is not clofed. — For it a fidefc>£>^ i 
prepared; this is covered with a table-cloth, f? 
placed as many pieces of bread, as there are ^ ^ 

prefent, and a goblet of wine, filled in proporti**^^ ^ ^ 
paper, with the facred word of the Rofycrucian^ 


i 



ten on it, is depofited on the altar 

Every Knight takes a white wand in hvs ha 
the Moft Wife ftrikes his on the earth thrice, an<> 
dares, that 4 4 The Chapter is refumed.” 

The Moft Wife, followed by all the Knights ^ 
circle, proceed feven times round the Chapter, ^ 

one ftopping in front of the tranfparency to mafc 

fign; the laft time, each Knight partakes ol the 
and Hill prefer ving the form of a circle, the 3 

Wife takes the goblet, and drinks out of it, and pat 
round to each individual, till it returns to him aga 
he places it on the altar, and the Chapter gives 

In the empty goblet, the paper with the facred 
on it is put, and a light is applied, when it is 
fumed, the Chapter make the fign* and e 
Wife fays, ' |f 

* c Confummaturrt ejt- 
And the Sovereign Chapter is clofed. 


£ 2 


KNIGHT-& 


knights templars. 


TThE modern h er ° es °f this order, have attempted 
to perfuade their profelytes, that it is a branch of 
Mafonry ; but the abfurdity of this fuppofition will 
be evident, on the perufal of the fubfequent remarks 
concerning it. At prefent, the particulars will not 
be developed. In this reftri&ion is to be underflood, 
the ceremonies of the Reception, the Obligation, and 
the Le&ures; neverthelefs, fuch hints will be in-, 
terfperfed in the cruuing narration, as will fufficiently 
convince the members of this degree, that unlefs fome 
very particular confideration occafioned the omiffion, 
that the minutiae at large would have been delineated, 
as in the other degrees. The idea of giving perfonal of- 
fence to individuals is declaimed, and the refpeft that 
fs due to perfonages, who are at this time materially 
concerned in the purtuit of it, reftrains the hand of 
the inquifitor, and prevents the difclofure. The 
fketch traced herein of its inconfiftences, is intended 
to operate io tar, as to convince the praftitioners, that 
it has not the leaft connexion with Free-Mafonry, and 
to induce them to s lay afide the impolitic*! in future. 

In order to examine with candour, and to proceed 
with regularity in our enquiry of the Knights Tern-' 
plars of old, as well as of thofe of the prefent day, it 
■will be effential to lnfpeft what light Hiftory gives 

concerning wont, Md of what the latter have been 

pleafed to acknowledge ln prim, concerning them- 

felves. ° 

This 
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This order was firft 
1 1 18, for the defence of the Hoi 
teftion of the Pilgrims, that re 
Paganis, and GeofFry de St. Aaama, 
founders. Thefe Knights had the name of 


• at Jerufalem, u* 

Sepulchre, and p r °~ 

Adama, w erc 


given them, as their firft habitation as a foci et y 


that 
’t>vh v 


*r» s V.,iiU 


1 


adjacent to the Temple, and from thence it 
the houfes which they afterwards caufed to 
were ftyled Temples. * ^ 

This order was a religious, as well as a 
one; it was confirmed in the Council of T l 
1127, and its rule was compofed by Saint Be* t y' ^ 
After the downfal of Jerufalem, this foc 1 ^ (\ 
difperfed over Europe, and increaled prodigi^ 1, 

-1 - »•* f* *1 >• I-/' r 1 v . 


the liberality of the well-difpofed : but thefe - ^ 


Knights, 


& 




tions changed the manners of the 

procefs of time, their fcandalous lives, jomed tp * 

fupportable pride, caufed them to be as . 

they were efteemed at the beginning of then' ^ ^ ^ 

tion. Collier, in his Ecclefiaftical Hiftory 0 & - ^ 

“ That it was a common faying, to drink * 

Templar. ,) In confequence of their enormitk 5 »^ 

Clement V. in 1310, ilfued a mandate to the ^ 

to have the whole Order of 1 >* ^ 

one day, which was complied with * ^ 
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reign Princes, 
arrefted in on 

France, a charge was exhibited again ft them, 
their reception into the fociety they denied th 6 
fiah, and fpit thrice upon a Crucifix-. In addiU 
this accufiaitioh, was added Sodomy, and other ert** ^ ^ 

the Grand Matter,, whofe reftdence was fixed a* < 
prus, happened at the time to be on a vifit in V ^ 

and he, and fifty-fix ot his companions, were 0 ** * 

alive. Edward, the fecond of England, ca ^ e * 0 *£ 
whole of the Knights. m his dominions to oe.i 

£ 1 
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foned ; but the divifions at that time prevailing in his 
kingdom, prevented for many months, an enquiry 
into their conduct. At length, a national fynod was. 
held in London, and in it they were without excep- 
tion, condemned to perpetual imprifonment ; and 
their eftates were given by the Parliament, in 
to the Hofpitaliers, or Knights of St. John of Jerufa- 
Jem, called at this day, Knights of Malta. 

From this Hiftorical review of the Knights Tern* 
plars of Old, it will be evident, that the Order was 
entirely abolilhed; and it it had fub lifted to the prefent 
time, that not the mo ft remote connexion between it 
and Free Mafonry, can be drawn. Royal Arch Ma- 
fonry is coeval with the Creation itfelf ; Craft Ma- 
fons, from the days of Solomon ; but the Knight 
Templars of the prefent age, have no antiquity to 
boaft of, even the name is not to be met with either 
in facrcd or prophane hiftory, tin the time of the Cru- 
fades. 

That a fociety has a few years fubfifted in the Me- 
tropolis, under this appellation, is a faft well known; 
but to gain admittance therein, it was not a neceflary 
qualification for a perfon to be a Free, or a Royal 
Arch Mafon, for many have been accepted, without 
thefe diftin£tions. That the York Mafons have this 
as a Mafonic degree, is equally certain, but it is one of 
their impofitions which difgraces them as Mafons, and 
it is with concern obferved, from a Manufcript addi- 
tion to the Statutes of the Knight Templars, printed 
for the firft time, in 179 t, that in the lift <rf Chapters, 
pne at York, is acknowledged under the title of •• Re- 
dempuon, m “"junction with one in London, as 
tbe “ C'lapter of ObfeTvanc^,” and a third at Bath, 
as the Chapter of Antiqm ty> *» all which are ftated 

as 
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as being aflembled from time im^f? i 1 ' T ° 
Regifterm g Fee i s taken from tIl€ ^^didd 
what purpofe is it to be applied ? . . aS a» 

Their regulations have the fubieguent title 
introdu&ion : 

STATUTES 

OF THE 

Royal Exalted Religious 


Military Order of H. R. D. M' 

Grand Elected t 

MASONIC KNIGHTS TEMPLA^ 
K. D. S. H. 


St. John of Jerufalem , Palefiine, 
Rhodes, &c. 


& T 


The Pedigree of Cadvvallader, with his ^ 
and collaterals , in the Farce of the Author, ^4^ 

credentials of the Ambaffador of England, ^ 

Black Potentate, in the Mogul Tale, can b ^ ^ 
confidered as fynonimous to the titles here aj[ ^ 

To analyze the contents, will not be fpending y 

vain, as by that mode, the abfurdities Introduce^ 
be beft fhewn, and the imposition, as a ^ 

fociety, be flrikingly evident. The epithet — ^ 


ROYAL ^ 

Is equally applicable to Craft and Arcli Md ✓ > 
it is to the Knights Templars > more fo, as Ro ^ 


I 
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Personages, in all ages, and in all civilized couit- i 

tries, have promoted the Science peculiar to each ; 1 

whereas it appears, from the recital of the Hiftory of 
the latter, that the Princes of Europe united to de, 
ftroy and extirpate them. It is improper, as the 
Knights of Old never aifumed the diftin&ion, and with 
reafon, as from the commencement of their order to 
the diffolution of it, their records are deficient of re- } 
capitulating. the names of perfons of this defeription f 
^ being enrolled in it. 


EXALTED. 

This appellation is equally improper, particularly for 
thofe who confider it as a Mafonic degree. 

RELIGIOUS. 

If ttys is intended to convey an idea of their origin, 
from the chara&er of their predeceJJ'ors it had better be 
omitted, notwithftanding the introduQio n of St. Peter 
and the Cock. 

The obligation likewife extends fo far, as to con- 
ceal the crimes of Treafon and Murder this is not 

confident with the Religion that Free or Royal Arch 
Mafonry inculcates. Again it may be deemed religious, 
as the Candidates are obliged to appear in the charac- 
ter or Pilgrims, 

« With fandal, ferip, and 

MILITARY. 

Thefe fervices were difpenfed with 
Of <he retreat from Jerufalem --7C P 7 ” *£? ■ T* 
however, are inftruaed in the ufe'o/oitwl Knights 
oppohtion to ° l the da SS er > m 

e Infidel, Jew, or Turk,” 
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t he modem impoflors aflert tba 1 tb eir Military^ fhe 
is derived from the fubfequent 
2 CAron. and 8tli Ch. and Solomon s Songs, ^ 

** But of the childen of Ifrael did Solomon m ake n0 ^ cirV * ta ins» 

“ work, but they were men of war, and chief of his c * 
i( captains of his chariots and horfenaen* e v eJV 

€< And thefe were the chief of King Solomon's offlc^ 5 * 

4t hundred and fifty that bare rule over his people. * ^ 

** Behold his bed which is Solomon's, three-lcore V>1^ 
u about it, of the valiant of Ifrael. ^ 

u They all hold fwords, being expert in war, every **** 

“ iword upon histhigh, becaufc of fear in the night.’ 

How far thefe. pretenfions can be fuppo rt .^^55^^V^ e< t/ 
be evident from the complexion, of the TerOp*> 
dent in the metrnnnlis •. if hlnrh ftnrh* ^r»d fhO f S 


dent in the metropolis : if black Jlocks and jho 
conftitute men of war , when the Parade is ^ 


by the most Eminent, by fuch an officer u ^ ^ ^ 


be confidered as current, and allowed to pafs ^ \ 
tary heroes, but whenever they are called out 
field, and put under the command of a REAt 
the prophecy of Hudibras will be realized; 


* € For he that fights, and runs away, 
** JVIay live to fight another day.’' 



As to their being qualified to be •• Captain* ^ s^ 

chariots and horfemen/’ they will upon a mutf^ r 
out to be as far from fulfilling the intent of tn ^ 
tended founder, as in the preceding particiuaf’ ^ 

matches at Newmarket being far bey on d mojt ot 
comprehenfions, and manyoi them, it 


back, would by tfieir geftures and 


manners 

El. R.P 


( 7 ® ) 

tiring parallel to the the well-known TaYLOR, at 
Allley’s Amphitheatre, riding t.o Brentford. 

H. R.'D. M. 

To tliefe letters, others are to be added to compofe 
the word Harod im, the introduaion of it in this 
place is only to be attributed to the wifh of including , 
as Many Mafonic words as poflible to make the deccp - f 

tion more fecure. 

GRAND ELECTED. 

Pompous in the extreme; — Mafons are enobled 
without thefe paltry diftinaions — vide the poet : 

a En%n* of Gate which feed our pride, 

« Diftinaions troublefome and vain ; . { 

« By Mafon’s true are laid alide, „ ? 

u Arts free-born Tons fuch toys difetem.** I 

MASONIC. { 

The connexion is by the introdu&ion of this word I 
in this place, not only implied but avowed ; its au- > 
thentkity will not bear the teft of enquiry, the novtt f 
additions is an attempt to delude, and an irapofition on L 
the fraternity ; to glofs the impofture, no doubt fomz ji 
Mafonic words are ufed, but theje it is infilled, have , i 
been tranfmitted by the Authors , or the Purchafers of ^ f 
the Manuscripts. I 

i 

KNIGHTS TEMPLARS. i 

An unilorm has been adopted in the Chapter of j 

Encampment , held in London : but in this part , the J 
Knights Companions have been equally milled, as I 
they have been in the rejl of the bufinefs, for they I 

have J 
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have reverfed the colours, a cC° T ^ n 8 t0 ^ ietT 
bard : 

u In regimental red I’m dreft* 

“ Adorn'd with colours black and Hue; 

** A blaling ftar upon my breaft' - "" " 

4< That hides heart that is itioft ti ue; 


ft 


V^. 


eft 


K. D. S. H. . . _ l*' 

Thefe letters form the appellation of 
degree, according to the Yorkfyftem, and dX e \ \>2r Ly ^ 
troduced under the pretenfion that it is the J > . s 

and ultimate reward of the Knights Tempi a*? ***<&£ 

the ridiculous ceremonies they ha vt fubmitttP' 
difquifition on their fecrets, are unnecelfa*/^ 
place, and particularly as the Lodge of it, 

yet been held by any of the parties who * 

themfelves to be Craft Mafons under the ji* r * * 
of the Grand Lodge of England. To give 
however to thofe who are not entitled to this **^.^ ^ 
ous degree, the fubfequent account of it is a 1 ** 

It is derived from the Book of Revelation, at* ^ ^ 

firft Vifion of St. J-ohn, is the Kadhous deb**, ^ 
the means of exifting, fo as to enjoy the felicity 
Supreme Being, and the profpeft into futuv* ^ ^ ^ 

equally the objetts Jaid to belong to it, and t° ^ 


tp be met witn in it, luen as Deing £ S' ^ 

extending the term of natural life, and ofturmt**^^ 

metal into refined ores- — even the perfe£t kno 

of the Philofopher’s ftone ! ! ! - ^ 


( 7 » ) 

St. JOHN of JERUSALEM. 

The Knights of this Order were a diJlinQ fociety 
from the Templars. 

PALESTINE. 

This appellation ha* no foundation in Hiftory, and 
the aflumption of it now , is only to be accounted for, 
as the Templars refided nany yea^s in Palefline. 

RHODES. 

The Hofpitallers, not the Templars, took po/Teffion 
of the Ifland of Rhodes, and retained it for years, till 
at length it was furrendered by them to the Tur ks! 

8cc. 

It' is in favour of the deception, that no more titles 
are fpecified, as objections equally potent as thofe al- 
ready urged, might be adduced to deftroy the charm, 
and to detett the impojition. 

To conclude the fubjeft of Knights Templars— to 
prove the novelty of the whole bufinefs, the valiant 
heroes themfelves acknowledge , that they are enabled 
only to work the lettures from manufcript queftions 
and anfwers; this conduct is f D deroffatorv to the 
cuftom of Free or Royal Arch Mafonry, that not the 
leaft doubt can remain in the breaft of every impartial 
reader, that the connection between the one and the 
other have no foundation in truth, but that they 
are in faft, as averfe and independent of each nthe, 
as the East is from the Wtst. * 


> 
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I • ' • C 11 . - °f the .^Pli^ted^caiwMc**? 


) 


men cry j' 

being 




This is ufually given at a tabl e *. 
as time will fcarcely admit of *** - 

otherwife, but if a fupper is provided. n °*Pf r ph a ~ 
to con ft ft of any thing that once had hie in \U xe tix c * 
leg fubfifted upon wild roots and herbs in hi 
ment; 

g. Who are you ? # 

A . Tell me who you are, and 1 will tell Y 
I am. 

g. Do you know the children of Noah ? J 
A . 1 know three of them, 
g. Who are they ? 

A . I particularize them by the initials, S. 
g. Tell me the words ? 

A* Begin, and I will reply, 
g. Shem, 

A . Ham, 
g. Japhet. 

g. What does thefe letters fignify ? 

• A . The initial letters of the fecret words. 

g, Prefent the fign ? . 

(The arms extended towards the Iky, and t 
towards the Eaft 4 ) 

g. Why is the face dire&ed to the E.aft? 

A> It being the part in which the moon rife** 
g. Give me the grip ? 

(The hand is clinched thrice) 
g. Deliver the pafs word ? 

A* Phaleg. • r 

g. Do ycu know the ar chit eft of the tovje 
Babel? 

A» I have mentioned him. ^ _ 

g. Who acquainted you with his hiftory r 

f .A* 


( 74 ) I 

A . The Knight ot Eloquence. 

Q. In what Lodge ? 

Ji. In a Lodge where the Moon gives light# 

Q. Was this edifice praife-worthy ? 

A . It was not, as it was never compleated* 

Q. What reafon is to be afligned ? 

A. The foundation was laid in pride. 

Q. Is it to intimate the Children of Noah, that you 
retain it in your memory ? 

A. No. It is to have it in continual remembrance 
their impiety, that we may avoid the danger that they 
experienced. 

£. Where were the remains of Phaleg depofited ? , 

A . In a tomb. 

Q. Was he not confidered as a reprobate ? 

A. He was not, for the ftone on him informs us, 
that his Creator had mercy on him, on account of his 
fubfequent humility. 

S .. In what manner was you received a Pruflian 
on ? 

A. By three humiliations, and by killing the pom- 
mel of the fword of the Grand Commander. 

* (£• Why did you fubmit to thefe humiliations ? 

A. As a proof of my obedience to the di£lates en- 
joined in this degree. 

Q, Why do the Knights wear a triangle ? 

J. In memory of the Temple of Phaleg. I 

Q. Why is the arrow reverted in the centre of it ? I 
A* In remembrance of the remiffion that took place 
from his contrition, <md that the cup of wrath was 
turned away from him. 

G. G. May it be turned afide from all his fucceflors, 
and with this fentiment I conclude the Lodge of the 
Noachites, j 
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RETR0SP£ CT > 


BY WAY Of 


CONCLUSION. 


- — 

''pHAT thofe Brethren, who either havebee* 1 * 

■ are at this time, pra£bifing the whole or < c ^\ 

the degrees enumerated in thefe pages, wil* 
to deny the charge, is to be expefted. It is 


fonable to fuppofe, that they will evince a 
line of conduft from other criminals , when 
and the general plea of 

“ Not Guilty,” 

will be offered. The obligations entered int^ 
admiffion of their Profelytes and Difciples, 
urged by the principal confederates , to p re v ^^7 
former from dilclofing the impollure, and f e ^ 

the WELL MEANT ENDEAVOUR of this P V' , ^ ' 

tion, by ftepping forward with evidence, to ^ 

venality of the one, and the veracity of the otfr^ \ ^ 

the engagements incurred , can by no means ^ 

far, as to authorize a deviation from that 
which the tracing board of the Creator e> ^ 

Man in general is faulty, when the means ^ 

letted; but PAafons^ are criminally defe&ive* ^7 
the means are perverted, and a fyllem of ihu\ l * ^ ' 
couched and extended under the name and V *, A 
that , whofe only objeft, whofe centre and chief 
to reverence the Deity, to be in charity vnt^ 
other, and to fnpport the authority 




of 

Mag^ 



Maglftrate afling for the public welfare. That fuch 
a fyltem is in the Mafonic world is a truifm, that too 
many to their coft, and at the expence of their pock- 
ets have experienced the effe£ls ; and it remains only 
for the latent virtues of the duped adherents to be dis- 
play ed, to dilfeft the Monfler, and to dilTolve the 
enchantment. To participate and a/Ji/l in impofition 
after its deteElion^ argues a want of common honefly; ^ 
but, to be an active inflrument in exploding the I 
errors of iniquity , will amply compenfate and a*on6 j 
for the weaknefs ol human nature, in falling into the j 
wiles of ignorance and folly, or in other words, into 
the devices of the C^AFT-Y, i 

That the Manufcripts frpm whence this publication 
is formed, labours under disadvantages, will by no 
means appear extraordinary, when the authors or 
tranferibers of them are acknowledged to be chiefly 
foreigners and more particularly, as in cafe they had 
wrote them in languages, which they federally were 
mailers of, the idiom would be more corredl, but 
from the Englijh drefs they affumed, it was in many 
points a more difficult talk to decypher their meaning, I 
than might be reafonably expe&ed ; in Tome few iib- 
fiances, the barbarous marks will be perceived, as the 
jnilitutes of Univerfal Grammar was wanting to de- ! 
velope the fignification, and confequently the original 
words are given in the genuine ftate. 

As far as found and fenfe would admit, the whole 
has been compreffed and rendered as intelligible, as 
the fubjeSs allowed. 

The decorations of the various Lodges, are in ge- 
neral difpenfed with for the fake of convenience ; and 
it is no uncommon occurrence to make additions to \ 

the Members of the refpe&ive degrees, by fuppofiti- j 

ons 
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ons that are a difgrace to the 
are in-vi/Me, the ornaments are* ^e c 

grafp of the aOing officers, the ^ Ww. 

gcznt to be allowed by the public^*? f 

is occupied; the thrones, and ev^r? ^ °°^/r^r^z- 

bons are wanting , and the whole :n 

in* a manner, as to fet at defiance *-Ts co^ r ^. x t ^4 

order, harmony, and decorum. 

The fallacy of the whole is howev Cr . 
when the tej on which a late purcfi a ^ ln< ^ifputatb> 
confidered — they were uniques , the only c ^ a . s macf ^ 

world, no perfon ever asc/atf in poffeffion of^f* “ 
the individual , from whom they were derived™* - 
ferve the conclusion — did he not fabricate the? 

Did they not anfwer his own fordid purpofes ? « 

had he been countenanced by any perfon of influe r* 
or even of moral propriety in the fraternity, for 
prior to the period of his exiftence i If the fir 
thefe queries is anfwered in the affirmative , is not 
man the author oi them ? If the reverfe, by what 
thority are the Manufcripts fpoken of, y l _ r c <^* 
cnly copies in the world ? In anfwer toth^ y 
.query, fuppofinghe did fabricate a 

in view no other, than to ereft by f or c> 

ment to his memory, or an u pro/*' 

fubfiftence during his pilgrimage, as evident^ 

his tcimily at his deceafe ? ^"^a^roved ; aS tC> ( 
intention, as his general conduct P f Y*\s coo 
other, (with all the ar/j be was ^p e rceive it, » 
tion was fojW, fighfdas not to P haVe ^ ^ f- 

he been aware that the gulls ^°^u C h ^ 

manner they did, f th*y *** »*<** <^ 
would have been exacted, before t> 

complete polTefli on of the I N £ 3 A 
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• f the reipeSive parfe 
lK>twithftanding die copies ot i~ rtM Iated into, and 
*hich in his life tirne had been^ em0 £ utme nts as he 
xo picd by various bands, ior 1 is well known, 

nccafionally met with. Many y ea ” fi Q f bis writings, 
**t he principally exifted by the profits ot^n 

P^ntings, and engravings, on Mason L/vd1ES> was 

^he Free-Masonrv , n J atl impofition 

among the Manufcripts hepojMTed^i a of r mo nev 

f f h »s taking a confiderablc difpr P he trafficked 

/To** two intimate friends, for “^>5, fi mi lar ma- 
l n - "Was the caufe, in conjunaion with »» 

- Vr es, of its publication- t rt -._,~tion. fo as to 

f ^ r °ni whence he derived his in - to be ac- 

;° r m t he ground plot of his vagaries , is Jrd 

f 0t, ntedfor and will be the be ft anfwer to the _ 

1 aft query ftated above; in faft, he wasaU^ 
ty, ■*- X-IR, and in the courfe of his P crl £ ^ co l- 

^iththe York Mason s, and from from 
the foundation of his future profpeas , 

<=ircum fiance, he was fhunned by j * 1 r Q e d 
tv as a difaffe£ied perfon, and was only P 

he was not known. , Ts/la- 

o a counterpart to the deceptions of tbe * 

»■ sis well as an antidote to thofe of the for g 
t a hint might be fuggefted of the probability ° 

v^Ree-Masons, under the Conftitution of hng- 
»■ Excelling Brethren of all ages, and of all 
^ rendering tliemfelves their Juperioms in. ufeht 

r ledger the allufion is to the cultivation of 

Rai Arts and Sciences, a theme that is in* 
^^-^ftible, during the period of man’s exigence. 
^ a reference to the Minute Books of various 

in the earlier dates, it will appear, that the 
" were not content with merely proceeding^ 
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- The problems of EUCLID, the works of 
TON, the experiments of Desag uliers, contain 
matter fufficient for the elucidation of years* If the 
modem improvements in the Science^ keep pace 
with the prefent generation, they will afford a conti- 
nuance to the exertions of the future : inftead of the 
idle appellations, by which Lodges are now known 
by | fuch as 

All $puls* Gothic Merchants Amphibious Patriotic 
Druids Great Ship Mailers .Grenadiers Freedom and £a& 

Junior . Loyal Sefc Captains Induftrious Rakers 
Gavcac/ » Vacation Mariners Reftoration Inhabitants 
Inflexible' Volubfan Impregnable Sc c. &c. Stc. 

Other? more applicable lo the fubjefts difeuffed 
will be adopted,* for every iota relative to Mafonry* 
fhoiild be confiftent, and every thing light or frivolous 
fliould.be avoided ; it wo.uld then arrive at the pin- 
n agll Of Dignity, the popular world would vie zn 
4he v Itru6iure at dip proper dillance with reverence, 
pnd iUw.qvild he out of the power 'of defigning indi- 
viduals' to prey upon their equals by fuch artifice, asf 
yHlS^kJBUCAXION HAS DISCLOSED, 
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